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6 Auricular Conftes(1on. 


HE Zealots of the Church of Rome arewont to glory of the 
ſingular advantafes, in the;Communien of that Church, eſpe- 
cially in. reſpect of the greater means and helps of Spiricual 
Comfort, which they pretend are to be had there, above and beyond 
what are to be found amongſt other Socicties of Chriſtians. Which one 
thing, if it could be as ſubſtantially made out, as it is confidently aflert- 
ed, could not fail to ſway very much with all wiſe men, and would un- 
doubtedly prevail with all devout perſons, (who were made acquainted 
with the ſecret.) to go over to them. But if contrariwiſe it appear upon 
ſearch, that their pretenſions of this kind are falſe and groundleſs, and 
and that the methods of adminiſtring Conſolation, which are peculiar 
© that Church, are as well unſafe and deceitful, as ſingular and unneceſ- 
ſary: Then the ſame Prudence and Sinceriry will oblige a man to ſuſpeCt 
that Communion, inſtead of - becoming a proſelyre to it, and to look 
upon the aforeſaid boaſtings as the effe& either of deſigned Impoſture, 
. or at the leaſt of Ignorance and Deluſion. 

Amongſt other things, that Church highly valuzs it ſelf upon, the Sa- 
crament of Penance (as they call i) and as deeply blames and-condemns 
the Church of Erglard, and other Reformed Churches, for their defe& 
- In, and neglect of ſo important and comfortable an Office. And under 
that ſpecious pretext, her Emiſſaties( who are wont according to the 
phraſe of the Apoſtle, to creep imo Houſes, and lead captive filly Women, 
&c.) inſinuate themſelves into fuach of the people as have more Zeal than 
Knowledge, and now and then wheadle ſome of them over into their 
Society. To that purpoſe, they will nat only harangue them with fine 
Stories of the Eaſe and Benefit of ie, as of an ancient and uſcſul Rite, 
but will alſo preach to them the neceſſity of it, as of Divine Inflitution, 
and that it 1s as important (in its kind) as Baptiſm 2nd the Lords $ 
per. For that Confeffion to a Prieft, and his Abſolution thereupon ob 
tained, is the oMly means appointed by God for the procuting of Pardon 
of all mortal Sins commirred after Baptiſin. | deans. +72 
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2 | * £©f Auricular Tonfelſion. 
As for original Sin,or whatſoever aCtual tranſgrefions may 
Concl. Trid.” have been committed before Baptiſm, all thoſe they acknow-_ 
jf14-c2- Jedg to bz waſhed away in that ſacred Lavef. And for Sins 
1:4. Becan, Of [narmity, or Venial.Sins, theſe may be done away by ſe- 
Traf.dess- Veral eatie methods, By Contrition alone (ſay ſome,) nay, 
cramenti;in by Attrition alone (ſay others,) by habitual Grace, ſays a 
ip-cie. tiurd, Fc. But for mortal ſins committed afcer* a man is ad- 
mited into the Churcl,by Baptiſm, for theſe there is no 0- 
ther door of Mercy, bur the Priefts Lips; nor hath God appointed, or 
will admit of any other way of Reconclliation than this, of Confefliox 
toa Prieft;/ and; his bfolugorn oo {id 0 Ne OE 4 hk 
 _ - This Sacramens. of Penance-therofore cis called by them, 'S*c114d AT a- 
bula poſt nauf7 agium, the pecaliar refuge of a lapſed: Chriſtian, thaonly 
SanEtuary of 2 guilty Conſcience, the.ſole-means of reſtoring ſuch' x 
perſon ta Peace of Conſcience; the Favour of God, and the Hopes of 
Heaven. And witbal; this method is beld to-ibe 1o- ſovereign andeffe- 
Qual a Remedy, that it; cures t9tzes, qnoties'; and whatever amans <miſ- 
carriages bave been, and how often foever repeated, if he do but 25 often 
xeſort to it, he ſhall return as pure and clean as when he fiſt came from 
the Font. _ + Sth 4 <1 1 28G Ae of} 
This ready and caſte-way,! (lay they): hath God allowed men, of quit- 
ting all ſcores with himiclt, in the ' ule of iIwhich»they may have'perfeR 
peace in their Conſciences, and may think-of:the'day'of Judgment with- 
Qut horror, -haviog their caſe decided beforehand. by -Gods-Deputy the 
Pricſt, and their Pardon ready to produce, and plead at the Fribunat 
of Chrift. | i530 DRE 3 92) 1 | 
_ What a- mighty defect is it therefore i the Proteſtant Charches, who 
waating this Sacrament, want the principal Miniſtry of 'Reconcihation ?* 
And who would not joyn himſelf to the Society of that Church, where 
this great Caſe is ſo abundantly provided for ? For if all this be true , 
he muſt be extremely fool-hardy, and deſerve to periſh, ; who will nor 
he of that Communion, from whence the way to Heaven'is ſo very eafte 
and obvious ; no wonder therefore, I ſay, if not onlythe looſe and. vi- 
cious are fond of this Communion, where they may ſin and confeſs, and: 
Tonfeſs and fin again without any great danger ; bur it would be ſtrange 
if the more. Virtuous and Prudent alſo, did: not ont of. more caution 
ink it became. them to comply with this expedient. For as much as: 
here is no man who underſtands himfelf, but muſt be conſcious of hav - 
ing canmiited fins fince his Baptiſm, and then for. fear ſome of them 
ſhould prove to be of a mortal nature, it will be his ſafeſt- courſe to be- 
take himſelf to this refuge, and confequently he will ealily be drawn 
to 
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to that Church, where the only Remedy of his Diſeaſe is to! be 


had. , xt 
\ But the beſt of it is, theſe things are ſooner ſaid then proved,and more 


eaſily fanſied by lilly people, than believed by thoſe of Diulcretion: , And 

therefore there may þe na culpable DefeCt in the Reformed Churches, 

that they teuſt not to this Remedy in ſo-great a Cale. And as for bhe 

Church of Erg/.,m:d in particular, though ſhe hath ao fondneſs for 

Mountebank Medicines, as obſerving them to-be ſeldam ſucceſsful ; yet 

fhe is not wanting 1n her Care, and Compaillion to the Souls under her 

Guidance;: ut expreikth as much Tenderneſs of: their Peace and Com- 
fort, as the Church of Rox:c can pretend to. Indeed ſhe hath nor ſet up 
a Confeflors Chair in every Pariſh, nor much leſs placed the Pricft in 

the Seat of God Almighty, as thinking ir ſafer, at leaſt in ordinary Ca- 

£:s, to remit men to the written Word of God, and to the publicx Mi- 
niſtry thercof, for reſolution of Conſcience, than to the ſecret Oracle of: 
2 Pricſt in a corner, and adviſes them rather to obſerverwhat God him=- 
ſelf declares of the nature and guilr of Sin, the aggravations or abate= 
ments of it, and the terms and conditions of Pardon, than what a Prieſt: 
pronounces. But however this courſe doth not pleaſe the Church of: 
Rome, for Reaſons beſt knowa to themſelves, which, if we may. gueſs 

at...the main ſeems to be this, they do. not think it fit to- let: men þe 
their own Carvers, but lead-them like Children by the hand ;-my mean. 
ing is,they keep people as much in Ignorance of the holy Scripture as they 
can, locking that up from them in an unknown Tongue; now. if they 
may not be truſted with thoſe ſacred Records, fo. as to inform them- 
ſelves of the Terms of the New Covenant, the Conditions of the Par- 
don of Sin, and Salvation, it is then but reaſonable: that the Prieſt: 
ſhould judge for them, and that rhey await their doom from his Mourhz 
Yet I do not fee why 1n a Proteſtant Church, where the whole Religion 
is in the Mother Tongue, the Old and eſpecially the New Teſtament 
conſtantly, and conſcientiouſly expounded, -and to ſearch the.Scriptures,; 
and to ſee wherher things be ſo or no, I ſee nat, I ſay, why in ſuch acaſe 
the Prieſt may not in great-meaſure be excuſed the trouble of. attending) 
ſecret Confeſſions, without danger to the Souls of men. _ 

But beſides this, there 1s a-conſtant uſe of Confefſion- and Abſolution: 
too, inthe Church of England, in every Days Service : which, though: 
they bz both in general terms, as they ought to be in publick. Worſhip;. 
yetievery Penitent can both from his own Confcience ſupply the, gener2- 
tity of the Confeſſion by a remorſeful refleCtion. upon his own particular: 
Sins, as well as if he did it at the knees of a Prieſt; and alſo by ar act 


of Faith can apply the general Sentence of Abſolution to his own Soul, 
| : | with. 


* Df Auricular -Confellioft. 
with as good und comfortable effets, as if it. had-been ſpecially, pro- 
nounced by his Confeſſor. | | 
 Burthis publick Confeffion doth not pleaſe the Romariſts neither, and 
they know a-Reaſor'for their diflike ; namely, becauſe this doth:noticons 
Ciliate 1o.great-a Veneration to the -Prieft- hood, as when alt men; are 
.brought to kneel to them for Salvation: Neither dothy this way make 
them .to.,pry into the ſecret Thoughts of Men; as Auricular Coofefſion 
:doth, :wherein the Prieſt is not only madd a Judge of mens-eſtate, but 
.2 Spy upon their behaviour, and is capable of becoming an Intelligen- 
_ cer to. his Superiors of all the Deſigns, Intereſts, and even Conſtitutions 
:of the people. 3 010 3 2; : 
Moreover the Church of England allows of private Confeſſibns alſo, 
as particularly in thz Viſitation of the Sick, (which Office extends alſo 
to them that are troubled in Mind or Conſcience, as well as to the at= 

Hifted in Body) where the Minifter- is: direted to examine: particularly, 
the-ſtateof the Decumbents Soul, to ſearch and romage his Conſcience, 
to'try his Faith, his Repentance, his Charity, nay, to movehim tb-1hake 
A nts ry Confeſſion of his Sins, and afterwards to abſolve him upon jult 
grounds. 

-: Nay further yet, if (bclides the caſe of Sickneſs) any Man ſhall et- 
ther out of perplexity of Mind, ſcrupuloſity or remorſe of Conicience, 
er any other derout conſideration, think it necdful to apply himfelf to 
a Prieſt of the Church of E7g/and for Advice, Eaſe, or Relief, he hath 
IMrcouragement and DireCtion ſo to do in the firſt Exhortation to the 
Holy Communion, -and may be ſure to find thoſe who will tenderly, and 
faithfully, as well as fecretly adminiſter to his neceſſities. So that [ ite 
Rot what defett or omiſſion can be objetted to this Church in all this Af- 
fair, or what Temptation any Man can have upon this account to go. 
from ns to the Church of Rome. : 

But allthis will not fatisfie them of the Church of Rome, they are nel- 
ther contented with publick Confefion, 'nor with private, no nor with 
ſerret neither, if it be only occaiional or voluntary-: It is the univeria- 
lity'and necefſity of it which they inlift upon ; for it is not with them a 

;atter of Eccleliatical Diſcipline, to prevent the Scandal of the Socte- 
ty, to conſerve the Reverence of the Church, 'or to reſtrain men from 
£mning, .or much le6 an: Office of -Expediency and Prudence to be re- 
frtedrommponcexigencics, or ſach as-may accidentally become neceſſary 
nÞ6tt'emetpency, 8s ſuppoſe upon the atrocity of: fact committed, the 
ſcandaloiiinef of ſome perſons former life, which may make him more 
donbtful of his Pardon, the weaknzfs of his Judgment, the Melancholy 
of his Tempcr, or the Anxiety of his Mind, er any ſuch Uixe I 
(EP ut 


Of Siiieularx Confelfon, -% 
hut it muſt be the ſtanding indiſpenſible Duty of all men, as'the.condt- 
tion of the Pardor of the. Sins ; in a word, it muft be a Sacrament of 
Divine !nſtitution, and of Univerſal Obtigation. POETS. 

For ſo the Council of Tre: determins, Sefſ” 4. Canon 1. Si gtus dixe- 
rit in Eccleſia Catholica penitentiam nov efſe vere & proprie Satramentuan. pro 
fiattibus, quotes poft Baptiſnum ia peccata labentur, ipi Deo reconcitiandts 
a Dommo noftro inftitutum, Ananathema fit , i. e. Let him be accurfed; 
who ſhall affirm that Penance is not truly and properly a Sacrament in- 
ftituted and appointed in the Univerſal Church, by our Lofd*Chriſt/ 
himſelf; for the reconciling thoſe Chriſtians to the Divine Majeſty, wh6- 
have fallen into Sin after their Baptiſm. my 

And in the Dottrinal part of that Decree they teach and aſſert more 
particularly ; Firſt, That our Saviour inſtxured this Sacrameat expreſ-- 
. t;- Foh. 20. 22, > TE 

2. That this Sacrament conſiſts of two parts, viz. the Mat- © Fa : 
ter and the Form; the Matter of the Sacramerit (or qu4/7 mas Cap. _ 
teria, as they cautiouſly fpeak) is the aft or aCts of the Peni- | 
tent, namely, Contrition, Confeſſion, and SatisfaCtion ; the Form of it 
is the at of the Prieſt in theſe words, Avſolvo re. . rote 
© 3. That therefore it is the duty of every Man who hath fal- Op: $- 
ln after Baptiſm, as aforeſaid, to confeſs his fins at leaſt once. .'* © > 
+year to a Prieſt. | ou > Cont 

4. That this Confeſſion isto be ſecret; for publick Confeſlion. - Cap. 53- 
they fay is'neither commanded nor expedient. ae 
- 5. That this:Confeffion'of Mortal Sin be very exat and par-- Bid.” 
ticular, together with all circumſtances, eſpecially ſach as ſpe- * © 
ciem fat; mutant, alter the kind or depree of Sin, and'that it 163d: 
extend to the--moſt ſecret Sins, even of Thought, or againſt:  _ 
the ninth-and tenth Commandment. | | 

6. That the Penitent thus doing, the Abſolution of the Prieſt Cap. 6.. 
terepon' pronounced. is not conditional or-declarative only, © 
but abſolute'and judicial. Fo 

Now in oppoſition to this Doftrine and Decree of theirs, and the 
Prattice of that Church purfiant thereof, as well as in defence of the. 
Doctrine and Praftice of the Church of England in that particular, I wilt. 
here Tha on et 1990 and! Aro things. . EO 


-__ 


' 1. That our btefſed Lord and' Shviour hath neither in his Goſpel 1 2 
fituted'ſuch an' Aoricular Confeſſion as aforeſaid, nor, much Tefs, ſuthy: 
Sacrament of Penance as the Church of . ome ſuppoſes in the” Teciret?? 
Decree. | | h MEE, 
© 2. That Avricular' Confeſſion hath” not been” of conſtant m_—_— | 
Vertat.. 


at - 
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verſal uſe in the Chriſtian Church. as the Romaniſts pretend, mach icls 
Iooked upon as of Sacramental and neceſſary Obligation. 

3. "That Auricular Confeſſion. as it. is now uſed in the Church, of 
Kone, is net only unneceſſary and burdenſome, but in many reſpects ve- 

iſchicvous to Picty, and tlie great ends of Chriſtian Religion 

We 6hs firſt of theſe appear to be true, then (at the worſt) the want 
of-ſuch an Auricular Confeſſion in thejreformed Churches, can bz but an 
lat and no clential defect. 

- - JE the {cond of th6ſe aflertions be made good, then it can be no de- 
BEA at "rg in thoſe Churches that uſe not ſuch a Rite, but a Novelty and 
mpoſition on their parts who ſo ſtriQtly require it. 

Bur if the third be true, it will be the Corruption and great fault 
of the Church of Komie to perſevere in the InjunRion and Prattice of 
it, and the Excellency and Commendation of thoſe Churches wkich ex- 
clude it. _ | 

[ begin with the firſt, That it doth not appear that our Savi jour hath 
inſtirured ſach an Auricular Confeſſion, of {ſuch a Sacrament of Penance 
as the Church of Rome pretends and practiſes. 

I confeſs it is a Negative which I here undertake to make good, which 
is accaunted a difficult Province z but the Council of Tremt;hath reliev= 
ed us in that particular, by founding the Inſtitution expreſly upon that 
one paſllage of the Goſpel, Foh. 20. 22. So that we ſhall not necd to 
examine the whole Body of Scripture to diſcover what footſteps of Di- 
vine Inſtitution may be found here or there, for, the Council wholly in- 


ſiſts..apd relies upon that Text of St. Fobn ; and therefore if that fail 


them, the whole Hypotheſis falls to the ground. : 
Now for the clearing of this, let. us lay;the words before 1 us ;. and 


they are theſe, He breathed on them, and ſaid, Receive ye the Holy Gboſt, : 


whoſoexer ſins ye remit, wy arc remitted unto them ; whoſoever ſras Ye retain, 


the 73. art retained. 
Now here I appeal to any Ma that bath Eyes. in-his Hcad, or Pars. to 


kear, whether in this Text there be any one word of Auricular Confeſ-. 
fion, -or much leſs of ſuch a circumſtantiazcd; one as they require; And 


this is ſo manifeſt and notorious, that their, @wn. ancient Canoniſts and 


ſeycral of their learned Divings arc aſhamed of the pretence of Divine; 
+ 1 gg founded upon this or any.other, paſſage. of Scripture ; and; 
'eforg-are. content to defend the  Bracnice 6 of the Church of Rowe in 


US particular, upon the-account of f Authority: and general, uſage 
wf LÞC Chutch ; ; Which. we ſhall come to examine by and by 1n its due 


o ACE. 


_ In te meantime 1 cannot chooſe but agmire the ;mighty Faith of a 
Roma ifs 


$: IV 


| 
| 
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©f .Auricular Confeſſion. F 
Romarij?, who can believe in ſpight of his own ejes. It ſeemed to vs an 
inſuperable difficulty heretofore, for a man to perſwade himlelf that in 
the Sacrament of the Euchariſt Bread was tranſubſtantiared into Fleſh, 
becauſe it was againft the expreſs teſtimony of ſenſe, yea, although for 
that there was the countenance of. five: figurative (but miſtaken) words 
to ſi:zpport the credulity ; but this of the Sacrament of Penance clearly 
017r-does It ; for here a man mult believe a thing to be, when as there is 

05 fo much as one ward.for the ground of his Faith, or the proof of the 
thkag in queſtion. How many Sacraments may not ſuch men haye 
if they. pleaſe? What voluminous Creeds may not they ſwallow 
and digelt? W hat. Mountains may not ſuch a wonderful Faith re- 
move ? we a 

But let us hear what they have to ſay for themſelves; perhaps in the 
firſt place they will plead the authority of the Council of 7rerr, which 
hath peremptorily determined the ſenſe of the paſlage of the Goſpel to - 
the purpoſe aforeſaid. Indeed that Council in the third Canon of their 
fourteenth Seſſion, doth damn all thoſe who deny that a Sacrament of 

Penance and Auricular Confesfion is preſcribed. in that Text of St. Fobr, 
or who apply it to any other purpoſe. But in ſo doing, they both uſurp 
a Prerogative which was never pretended to, or practiſed by any Coun- 
cil before them, and withal they betray a conſciouſneſs that the Text it 
ſelf yielded no ſufficient evidence of the thing which they deſigned to 
countenance by it ; for what Councils (ever till now) brought a Text, 
and then impoſed an Interpretation upon it contrary to the words? And 
ther! backt that Interpretation with an 4ratrema ? If the Text were 
plain, or could be made ſo, why was not that done ? And to be ſure, if 
That cannot be'done by other means, the curſe, will not do it; at leaſt ts 
any but very-obedient Roman Conſcicnces.: Belides, if this courſe be al- 
lowed, I ſee not; but a Coyncil. may bring, im what Religion they pleaſe, 
having firſt made a Noſe of Wax of the Holy Scriprurz,and then writhed 
it into what ſhape they beſt phanſy ; for in ſych a caſe, if the words of 
the Goſpel donot favour me, Ican-govert the ſenſe, and if the letter be 
ſilent or* intraQable,-I caitielp thay with an Interpretation ; and if [ 
have atithoriry 6r confidence enotighto impoR that, under. the peril of 
Avathema, 1 am'no (onber al\ Interpreter or a Jadge, buy: a Law-giver, 
and need not” trouble my (elf with /cripiimn ef, but, may.,Cif I will ſpeak 
Pai HY. wn ej, 2nd: Lhuſineſs IS 90.  —_— 

' But if neither the Letter 6f Scripture, nor. the. Authority of a,Counci 
will doin tits re LF place. Dan Mts _ 
leaſt ſome colour of Reaſo? tg. rehigvethe ; ,apd if they cannot find Au- 

2 aL - *U&, ; j SEBLLI ITE LEST JOB out 4 E 
Confiliv -ln."the Ve > Jeb _ Will by conſequence .infer 


o 
—_ . 


Df Aurteular Confeſſion. 
it thence ; for they fay although indeed it is true it is not here expreſly 
mentioned, yet it is certain that our Saviour in the Text before us inſti- 
tnted a Sacrament of Penance, and therefore Auricular Confefſi>n muſt 
neceſſarily be-implied, becauſe Abſolution cannor be without Confefſion. 

Here the Reader will obſerve that the poipt in-Queſtion bzrtween us 
is very much altered, for we are naw fallen from the conſideration of 
the Divine Inftitution of Auricular Confeſſion in particular, to that of a 
Sacra nent of Penance in general, z. e. from a direCt proof to a ſubinrelli- 
gitur, But we will follow them hither alſo, and for the clearing of this 
matter, we will briefly conſider theſe three things. | 

1. Whether that can properly be ſaid ro be of Divine Inſtitution, 
and neceſſary to Salvation, which depends on an Inference, and is pro- 
ved only by an Innuendo ? 

2. Whether it can be reaſonable to affert that our Saviour there in- 
irutes a Sacrament of Perance, where not only Auricular Confeffion, 
but the whole matter of ſuch a Sacrament 1s left undefined ? 

3. Whether if our Saviour (bad done that which it is plain he hath. 
not,that is) hadhere inſtirnted and appointed all thoſe things, which by 
the Church of Roe are required as the material parts of Penance, yet 
this could not have been eſteemed a Sacrament ? 

1, For the firſt of theſe, we have no more to do but to conſider the: 
force and fignification of this word /»ſtitution. Now that in the common 
aſe of men (eſpecially of thoſe which ſpeak diſtintly and underſtanding- 
Iy) implies a ſerting up de ovo, or the appointing that to beconie a duty 
which was not 'knowable.,or at leaft not known to be ſo. before it became 
© appointed, For this word /»ftirution is that which we uſe to. 2xpreſs. 
a politive command by, in oppoſitien to that which is. Moral in the ſtri- 
eſt ſenſe, and of natural obligation. Now it 1s very, evident that all 
things of this nature ought to be appoinred'yery plainly and expreſly, 
er Elſe they can carry no obligation with them ; for ſeeing the whole: 
reaſon of their becoming matter of Law or Duty, lies in the will of the- 
Legiſlator ; if that be not plainly difcovered, they cannot. be. Taid to bg 
inſtirticed, and-{o thert ran be no-Obtigarion to-obſerve* them, becauſe. 
whertthert'is id Law,there can'be up Tranſgreſſion, and a Law is no Law in 
effe&; which i fioc ficjenly prowale [= 18 4k; ot therefore A very 
ſtrange thing ode pon ah Inſfiturion by inmplication'6ply. ang. yer. at 

the ſame time t6 tell'us rhar the matter. (pretended to- 
Sf. 10:2 \beitigated, is no eſs then-abfatortly necglzry. to, the: 
+. +5 7 alvalipn ef Sinner ot Tao) few 
-— 0.22 2. The eo of thele will eafily be”rellved by conic 
S$e7.14:C:3. dering what we obſtried before frontheCantcilof Trepr,, 
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Of Aaricular Confeffion. "oY 
2iz.that this Sacrament of Penance conſiſts of Matter and Form;the Form 
is the Prieſts Abſolution, but the Matter or Materials of this Sacrament 
are Contrition, Confeſſion to a Prieſt, and Satisfation or Performance 
of the Penance enjoyn'd by him ; now it is evident that not only Auricu- 
lar Confeſſion (of which we have ſpoken hitherto) bur alſo Contrition 
and Satisfaction zrc wholly omitted and paſt over in ſilence by the Evan- 
geliſt in this paſſage of Scripture, from whence they fetch their Sacra- 
ment of Penance : And 1s it not a wonderful ſtrange thing, that our Sa- 
viour ſhould be ſuppoſed to inſtitute a Sacrament without any Materials 
of it at all ? ſurely thercfore this muſt be eicher a very Spiritual Sacra- 
ment, or none at all. 

Let us guelis at the probability of this in proportion to either of the 
other undoubted Sacraments. Suppoſe nur Saviour inſtead of that ac- 
curate form in which he inſtituted the Euchariſt had only faid, I would 
have you my Diſciples, and all that ſhall bzheve on my Name to keep a 
Memorial of me when I am gone : Or ſuppoſe he faid only as he doth, 
Foh. 6. 55: My fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Blood 1s drink, indeed, would 
any one have concluded here, that our Saviour in ſo ſaying, had appoin- 
ted Bread and W ne to be Confecrated, to be received in ſuch a manner, 
and in a word that he had (without more ado) inſtituted ſuch a Sacra- 
ment as we uſually celebrate ? No certainly, and therefore we ſee our 
Saviour Is the moſt expreſs and particular therein that can be, for he takes 
Bread, bleſſes it, breaks it. gives it to them, faying, Take eat, this is my body, 
&c. and after Supper he takes the Cup, bleſſes it, gives it 10 them, ſaying, 
Drink ye all of this, for this is the New Teſtament in my Blood,&c. and then 
adds, Do this in remembrance of me. Now who is there that obſerves 
this accuracy of our Saviour in the Euchariſt, can imagine that he ſhould 
intend to inſtitute a Sacrament of Penance, and that as neceflary to Sal- 
vation (in the Opinion of the Komanſts)as the ather,only with this Form 
of words, Whoſocver ſins ye remit, they are remitted, &c-and without the 
leaſt mention of Confeſſion. Contrition, or any other material or neceſ- 
ſary part or circumſtance of it. | 

3- But inthe third and ialt place, let us ſuppoſe that onr Saviour had 
in the Text betore us inſtituted Penance, and had appointed particularly 
all thoſe things, which they call the material parts of it, (as it is evident 
he hath nor) yet even then, and upon that Suppoſition, Penance would 
Not have proved to be a Sacrament properly ſo called. 

I confeſs according to a looſe acceptation of the word Sacrament, 
ſomething may be ſaid for it ; for {o there are many things have had the 
name of Sacrament applied to them. Tertulhan ſomewhere calls Elihi's 
Ax the Sacrament of Wood ; and in his Book againſt Aarcjon, hz files 
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To Df Auricular Confeſſion. 
the whole Chriſtian Religion a Sacrament. St. Auf» in ſeveral places 
calls Bread, Fiſh, the Rock, and the Myſtery of Number, Sacraments 
for he hath given usa general Rule in his fifch Epiſtle, zz. That all 
Signs when they belong ro Divine things are called Sacraments : And in 
coalideration hereof ir is acknowledged by Cafſander, that the Number 
of Sacraments was indefinite in the Church of Roe it ſelf, until the 
times of Perer Loz:bard. Bur all this notwithſtanding,and properly ſpea- 
ing, this Right of Penance taking it altogether (and even ſuppoſing 
whatſoever the Komazi{ts can ſuppoſe to belong to it) cannot be reputcd 
2 Sacrament, according to the allowed Definitions of # S2crament de= 
| livered by their own Divines. Some of them deftner a Sa+ 
@ Higo 'S. erament thus, # Sacramentiam eft corporale elemer.tiim foi ts 
Vet. ap. ae S+ [enfrbiliter propo,itum, ex ſimiltudine repreſentans & ex In-- 
Per on  ſtututione ſignijicans, & ex: Sanctificatione continens inviſioi-- 
b M:giſt. SErT. | & J . 
lib. 4. aift., ., erm gratiam. And the 6 Maſter of _the Sentences himſelf 
ris $2 _veſcribes it ſomewhat more briefly but to the fame'effe&t in - 

theſe words; Sacramentum ejt 1mviſibilts gratia oiſilitis forma, ejufdemtratie 
inaginem gerens& cauſa exiſtens; bothwhich definitions areacknowleds ed 

>+; & applauded by the Jeſuit c Becanw : And the plain truth 
t Becan»+T-2#. jc, 2 Sacrament cannot be better expref in ſo few words, 
+ Fx per than it is by 4 St. Auſtin when he calls ir verbur: viſibile, a 
Lib. 19.C. 16. Yihble Word or Goſfpet s: For it pleaſed the Divine Wif- 
01 dom-and Goodneſs by this Inſtitution of Sacraments-to 
gondeſcend'to our Weakneſs, .and thereby to give us ſ:nfible Tokens or 
Pledges of what he: had promiſed-in his written Word, to the intent 
that our Dulneſs;-might be relieved, and and-our Faith ailiſted ; foraſ- 
much as herein; our Eyes and other Senſes as well as our: Ears are made 
Witneſles of -his gratious :Igtentions. Thus by Baptifmal waſhing he 
gives us a ſenſible token and repreſentation of our Regeneration, and 
the waſhing away. of our Sins by the Blood of Chriſt; and by the parti-. 
cipation of Bread and Wine in the Lords Supper we have a Token and 
Symbol of our Union with Chriſt, our Friendſhip with- God and Conm- 
munion with each-other. 

But now it is:manife!tthere-is-no ſuch thing as this in the Sacrament 
of Penance (as even Bellarmine himſelf confeſles.) For they do not fay 
or mean that the Abſolution of the Prieſt is a Token or Emblem of Gods 
Forgiveneſs, but that the Prieſt aCtually pardons in Gods ſtead; by vir- 
tue of a Power delegated to him. So that according to them, here muſt 
be a Sacrament, not only without any material parts inftituted, but alſo 
without any thing figurative, ſymbolical or fignificative, which ſeems to 
be as expreſly contrary to their own Doctrine in the aforefaid Definiti- 
as as ta the Truth it elf, | Nay. 
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DE- Auricular .CTonfellion. 4 
. Nay, further to evince the difference of this Rite of Penance from all 
other proper Sacraments ; it deſerves obſervation, that whereas in thoſe 
o:her acknawledged Sacraments, the Prieſt in Gods Name delivers to us 
the Pledges and Symbols of Divine Grace, Here in this of Penance we- 
muſt bring all the material Parts and Pledges our ſelves, and preſent 
them to God, or to. the Pricſt in his ſkead : My meaning is, that where- 
as (for inſtance) in Baptiſin the Prieſt applies to us the Symbol of Wa+ 
ter, and in the Euchariſt deltvers to us the conſecrated Elements in to- 
ken of the Divine Grace, contrary-wiſe here in Penance we muſt on our. 
parts bring with us. Contrition, Confeſſion, and Satisfaction too, in 
w hich reſpc&t we may be rather faid to give Pledges to God, than.he: 
to us; which is widely. different from the Nature of other. Sacraments,. 
and ſeems no leſs to be contrary to the Reaſon and Notion of a Sacra= 
ment in gencral. | | | 
The Sum of what we have hitherto diſcourſed amounts to this; Firſt, 
That here is no Auricular Conteffion inſticured by our Saviour, Joh. 20. 
22.'2S was pretended. Secondly, Nor, any Sacrament of Penance in 
which it.can.be- included or im;!licd ; no nor indeed any Sacrament at 
all, = WG On DR I en 
I confeſs, I might have ſparcd all the words T have uſed in proving the 
laiter : for ſo long as I have made appear, that private Confeſſion-is not 
inſtituted, it was not ſo very material to conſider whether Penance could 
be a Sacrament.or ns-;. but this I added; to ſhew: the imperious diQatcs: 
of- that Church, and thcir extravagancy in impoſing the moſt Sacred 
Names upon their own Inventions, thereby. to give them the. greater 
Veneration with the people. | 
And thus I would diſmiſs the firſt part of my undertaking, but yet-the 
Romaniſts will not forego their pretenitons far Auricular Confeſſion ; fer: 
they will yet urge, that whether or no we wall call it a Sacrament which 
our Saviour inſtitutes in the Text before us, it is however certain here 
is a Power conferred on the Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors, of Remitting: 
_and Retaining Sins ; for by theſe words, Whoſoever 
Sins ye remit, they are remitted, &c. * Our Saviour | R 
hath made the Prieſt a Judge of Mens Conſciences A _—_— NN 
and Conditions ; wherefore, that he may not. pro- Gr Jute, bd-4.. bo. 
ceed blindly and indiſcriminately, it is neceiſary that «ro; ſlur peccato po 
he know the merits of the Cauſe, and not only un- 7zefate quadam preco- 
deritand the matter of Fact, but all the Circym- 7s Pedarm. lis. 1. de 
ſtances which may aggravate or extenuate it, all — $9-oe . - 
which cannot be attained without the- Confeſſion of  ; $acera:ze iatam, ibid. 
the party ; therefore Auricular Confefſion is as ne- 1735, 3. c. 2. 
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ceſfrily implied in the Text, as Abſolution or Retention of Sins is ex- 
prelkt in it. S@ they. = | 

But I crave leave todemand in the firft place, Is it certain that upon 
ſuch a Confeſſion as they require, the Pricft (as fuch) will be able to 
make a right Judgment of a Mans caſe thar addreiles himſelf to him , 
eſpecially conſidering the Intricacy of ſome Caſes, and the Ignorance of 
ſome Prieſts ; upon this account are thoſe memorabie words of St. Au 
ftin, Corffſ. lib. 10. c. 3. Quid mihi ergo eſt cum homiz3bus ut audiant Con- 
feſſiones meas, quaſi ipſs ſanaturi ſint omres larguores meos, & unde ſciunt 
cum a meipſo de meigſo audiunt, an verum dicam? Quando quidem ne- 
770 fit hommnum quid agitur in homine, nift [piritus hominis qui in ipſo eſt. i. e. 
To what purpoſe ſhould I confeſs my Sins to Afen, who cannot heal my wounds ? 
For how ſhall they (who know nothing of my heart but my own Confeſſion ) know 
whether 1 ſay true or no ? For no one knows what ts in Man, but the $ pirit of 
an that is in him. O yes, they will ſay clave non errarnte, thats to ſay, 
if he judge right, he judges right, and no more, and this is mighty 
comfort to a diſtreſſed Conſcience. | | 

Secondly, Though we grant our Saviour hath given the Prieft Autho- 
rity to remit and retain Sins, yet how doth it appear that this extends 
to Secret Sins ; Sins in thought only. or, as the Council expreſles it, a- 
gainſt the Ninth and Tenth Commandments ? Of open Sins and publick 
Scandals the Church hath cognizance, and hath a Right which ſhe may 
43nfift vupon, or recede from, if ſhe ſee cauſe, becanſe ſuch Sins are an in- 
Jury to the Society, as well as an offence againft God, and therefore 
here the Officers of the Church may diſpenſe her Authority, and remit 
or retain (as we ſhall ſee more by and by; ) but in Secret Sins where 
only God is injured, and to which he is only privy, what bath the Church 
to do, unleſs they be voluntarily diſcovered to her? Otherwiſe they are 
properly reſerved Caſes to the Tribunal of God. 

Thirdly, I would be bold to enquire further, why may not ſins, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as we laſt named, be remitted upon Confeſſion to God, with- 
| out Confeſſion to the Prieſt alſo > And I therather ask this 
Sef.14-c.1. for thefe two reaſons ;'Firſt, I obſerve that this very Coun- 

cil of Trent faith, that until the times of our Saviour, and 
his Inftitution of this Sacrament, ſins were retnitted upon Contrition on- 
ly, and application to the mercies of God, without Auricular Confeſſion. 
They cannot therefore now ſay, remiſſion implies this Confeſſion, for 
that cannet be {aid to be implied in the nature of a thing, when the thing 
it ſelf can be had withour it. | 

They will anſwer that ir is ſufficient, that it is now made neceſſary by 
our Saviour, But I reply, Thea that Inſtitution which tow makes _ 

| acceiary 


.Df Anrftulax Confeliion. | E3 
ceſſary; muſt be better proved then yet it hath-been, or elſe: ment will be 
very apttohope they may now under the Goſpel obtain Pardon (at leaſt): 
vpoa as caſy terms as it was to be had before. | 

My ſecond reaſon of asKing that third Queſtion is this; I obſerve that 
their own Schoolmen acknowledge Sins to be remitted under 
the Goſpel by the Prieſt without any Canfeffion to Men, Anne 
particularly in the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm, by which it 6475 non 
plainly appears, that Confeſſion is nat implied in thenature to 
of Romiſſion, but one may be had without the other, and then why may: 
not a Sinner, after Baptifin hope for Pardon upon his. contrite,and de- 
vout application to the Word and Sacraments, without this new De- 
vice and Pick-lock of Conſcience, Auricular Confeffion. 

But fo much for that. | | 

Se. g I proceed now to the ſecond thing propounded, namely, fo 
inquire hiſtorically whether or no Auricular, or ſich a- Sccret, and Sa+ 
cramental Confeflion, as aforeſaid. hath been of Conftant and univerſal 
vſe in the Chriſtian Church, as'the Romamfts pretend; and as the Coun- 
cHl of Trent alerts, Sefj. 14. Chap. 5. 

This Inquiry 1s not 1ato matter of Law or Divine Right, as the for- 
mer was, but of FaCt only, yet neverthelcſs it is of great moment upon 
a'double account : 

1. Becanfe this is the ground which the Old Roman Canonifts wholly 
went up on, (as I noted before;) they exploded all pretence of Divine In- 
ftitation 1n the caſe, as having more modeſty (it ſeems) then to pretend 
ſo high upon no better evidence, or at leaſt they contented themſelves to 
preſcribe for it-only upon the authority of conſtant and univerſal pra- 
Etice ; now if we ſhew the falſeneſs of this. gromnd; as well as of" the 
other, then will their Hypotheſis of Auricular Confeflion have no foot ta 


ſand upon: + /- L $220 of 37; 

2. Becauſe the credit of what hath been atready ſaid under the for- 
mer head, doth very much depend upon this, and that Diſcourſe will be 
confirmed or impaired reſpeftively ro what ſhall be evidently made. out 
anXhis ſecond point. Foraſmuch-.as if oaithe one ſide it. be: made appa+ 
rent that ſuch a Rite hath been of coaſtant uſe in the Chriſtian-Ghurch, 
i wilL afford © great/preſumption that it took: its riſt-at firſt: from Di- 
vine Inſtitution, notwithſtanding all we haye offered to the contrary. 
Ss on the other ſide, if the Evidence here anſwer not the pretenſon; and 
no ſofficient footſteps.of conſtant and univerſal praftice appear : Then 
will alt that which we have hitherto difconrſed; be greatly: ſirengthed 
and confirmed ;'becaule it is by no means probable, that if there had 
been a Divine Law in the caſe, that ſuch a thing would have been general- 
ly negleRed by the Chriſtian Church, Now 
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Now forthe clearing of this, though:l am/hhere:oniy:upon:-the-defen-._ 
five, and ſobaind to no more than to examine/the Proofs, which the &o- 
7:ariſts bring for their Pretenſions, yet. I will deal ingennouſly, as feek- 
i2g not:to. find} Flaws;-bur to diſcover'the Truth, .and therefore give 
theſe Inſtances as ſo many Reaſons for-the Negative... 2 1, 11 _- 
- Intte*firſttplace, I crave leave to premiſe this:! If Auricular Confeſ- 
ſion were fo great a Goſpel Myſtery , ſo: wonderfully efficacious a. me- 
thod of ſaving Sonls,”as to be typified in. the Law: (as the:Romaniſts 
teach):.as well as inſtituted .in the. Goſpel, 'and prattiſed by the whole 


- Ehurch, 6ne/ might ſeem juſtly to wander how iti comes to pals, that 


there ſhould be no mention, \nor appearance of ir in the whole courſe 
-of our Saviours"own Miniſtry ; he uſed: to. be an Example, as well 
as a Law-giver to the Church, he waſhed his Diſciples. Feet, : before he 


. Enjoyned them -to waſh one another ; he exemplified the other Sacra- 
, ments before he- preſcribed his: Apoſtles to adminiſter them, and one 


would kave thought:ſuch an-Iriſftance of his Example had been more ne+ 
eeſlary in this butineſs of Penance, rather than any other, if it had been 
but to make way for the Underſtanding of ſo obſcure an Inſtitution z 
fince eſpecially, one wonld have thought to find ſome Traces of this in 
the Miniſtery.of our Saviour, becauſe he daily converſed with Sinners, he 


reproved them, inſtruCted them, healed them, pardoned them, but ne- 


ver brought any of them to-ſich'a Confeſſion as we are treating of; .viz. 
To a: particular enumeration of their. Sins with the circumſtances, nap 


upon ſo-doing iformally abſolved them.. His very Diſciples {( ſome of 


which had-beerrgreat Sinners) were admitted without: itz the: Woman 
of Samaria was told by him all rhat ever ſhe did, but ſhe was ;not brought 
owher knets to make her own:'Confeſion;;. but, moſti)ſtrangeof all is 38, 
thacthe Woman taken an; Adiltery,whea be had maderbeticcuſers:fliyk 


away, was not privately brought to it z it may be they willrlay,: there 


was no need of Confefſionifo him: who {knew albbefore, -but:yet-1t;might 
have been neceſlary.to bring theſe Sinners:to; beraſhamed -ob themſelves 
by-that means to. work |Repentiance, 'and: fic-fhem for.;Pardon, at Jeaſt 
if this Methodchad :been-of fiick-mightyriuſe: andowonderful.neceiGiry:ps:ig 
pretended. : ' 712 £113 is 25 3fge? 10 03217 ried $211 6 00 1hkit 3997: 
-[*2. But to let paB8 that ;;imthe nei quace iviis matter of wonder;that 
nothing of this-Ptadtice appears m1 the: Miniſtry ef: 6he Apoſtles;;. they 
went about: preaching the Gatpel;-calling-Merr to Repentance,. ereRigg _ 
and !zoverning Chutches, "bur never: ft themſelves downin a Codfellors 


_ Bkvjr;for Penirents ſecretly totel then); ant thein Ear the Story of: their 
. vicions/Lives ; cidleed we mad: fon gir$i Fhbab nc cantig land 


Jtemed-their:Decas 2 but firſt:it was voluntary; arid ad a fit of holy: Zeak, 
TP Pied 051 5:13 offs vd Gal: 3:or 
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for wetannot find that they were required to do it, as of Sacramental 

ligation ; and befides, the Confeffion was publick before the Church, 
nat clancular, and whiſpered in ſecret ; it is true alfo, that St. Famer, 
chap. 5. 16. adviſes the Chriſtians to confeſs their faults one to another, 
(which is made a mighty evidence in this caſe; ) but it is as true, that this 
was ſpoken in an extraordinary caſe, as appears ver. 14. in bodily fick- 
neſs and diſtreſs of Conſcience, they are adviſed to lay open their con- 
dition, in order to relief and ſuccour, by the more ardent and affetio- 
nate Prayers of thoſe-who ſhould be made privy to ir, bur it is not made 
2 ſtanding and univerſal rule for all men to comply with , whether they 
b2 ſick or well, in proſperity or adverſity, perplexed or quiet in their 
Conſciences, much leſs of Sacramental and ncceflary obligation, as in the 
Roman Church. 

3. Let us go on in the next ages after the Apoſtles, for about twe 
hundred years we find not one word of this kind of Confeſſion,which we 
enquire for. Indeed the writings of that time which are extant; are not 
many, but if this buſineſs had been of ſuch conſequence as is pretendcd, 
it is ſtrange that thoſe holy men, gnarius, Clemens, and Fuſtin Aartyy 
ſhould not have any mention of it. 

Indeed Befarmine brings us one inſtance within this period, and that 
is from Ireneus, who ſpeaking of certain women who had been abuſed by 

- Marcion the Heretick, ſaith they afterwards came and confelled all, with 
ſhame and ſorrow, te the Church. But what is this to the purpoſe ? We 
diſpute not againſt publick Confeſſion, which is acknowledged to be tru- 
ly Primitive, and we: wiſh it had been” conſtantly maintained in after- 
ages, it is only the neceſſity of Clancular Confeſſion that we are unſatis- 
fied in, and this paſſage ſpeaks nothing at all to that caſe. 

4. In Tertullian?s time, which was alſo much about two hundred years 
after our Saviour, we find great things ſaid of Confeſſion, bur it is of that 
which was publick, and in the face of the Church, not to a Prieſt ina 
Corner ; and this indeed was greatly incouraged and required by the 
-holy Men of thoſe times, as that: which in the caſe of open and feandalous 
ſins, freed the Church both from the guilt, and from the reproach of 
them,and in the caſe of ſecret fins, was a means (by open fhame) to bring 
men to Repentance, and fo to Pardon. And the Confeſſion was princi- 
pally direfted to God, who was the pei fon offended by the fin, yet it ws 

[made before men to raiſ2 a fervency in their Prayers,-as is noted before, 
and to obtain their cffeCEual interceſſion with God on behalfof the peni- 
rent. This that ancient Writer makes manifeſt to he his ſenſe in his 
Bcok de Perirentia 1n theſe words, Pleraraue vero jejuriys preces alere, in- 
gemiſcere, lachrymari, &F mug ive. dies note/que ad Doninum Dem cum, 
oe) GC ; 6 
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Prechyteris 4d volui, B atis (or ratherrbaris) aes ndgenicul ari; oinnbbins fra- 
trinus degationes ſue; depretatoonis injringere, her omnia exhomelogeſis int pani- 
rentiam cox:mender Ec. the peniteat-often joyns faſting to his prayers, 
WeCeps, Wails, and nioans nignt and: day before'God, caſts himfelf at the 
feet of the Prieſts, kneels to all holy people, and intreats 
Tert. 4p: c.39 all the Brethren to:-bz his InterccelÞOrs with God Almighty 
for his-pardon :; This js penitential .Confeflion, &c. And 
And in his Apology morc plainly : Camus in Cetuwn, Sc. ilidem txhorta- 
t16nes, Caſt igationes' & cenſura divina nam & juaicatur magno:cum pordere ut 
apua cerros de Dei conſpecter, fummeng, futuri jedicis prejudicium oft ſ# quis 
ita deliquerit ut 4 Communioge, SC. religetwr ;. w2 have (faith he) in our 
Fccleliaſtical Aſſemblics, a ſpiritual Judicature, and with great gravity 
cenſure Otlenders, &c. But I need fay nomore of this ; 
Beatur Rienan. © for we have the Teſtimony of Beatus Rhenans; one of the 
A 5 7 t% 6 : Roman GChureh,'and of great inſight into Eccletiaſtical Af- 
os ant fairs, who gives us this account of 7; ertulian and his tines, 
|  r3bil illum ae clancularia illa penitentia loqui, que id tewporis 
penitus tguorabatur ; there was no fuch thing as-ſecret. or. Clancular :Coa- 
feſſion in uſe in Tertalian's time which wieacking not. fo.much As KNOWn 
by the Ghriflian Church br thoſe $ays5:0 -1 <5; 
5. To goa litle-lower,fich navthe manner of pro- 
Se, Cyprian. _ eecdings 1 in St. Cyprian's time, as. he himfetf deſcribes.-it, 
1b.3. Eph. 15. the inner by outward geſtures ant cokens ſhew?d.himfelf 
_ tobe ſorrowful and penitert for his ſin;and thea made 
hymble Confelfion thereof before the whole: Congregation,o and-defirel 
All the Brethren to;pray for him:;. which done, the Biſhop and Clergy 
laid their hands npon him, and ſo reconciled him : Soit 
Origenin Bf: 37." was alfo.in Ortger?s time, and once tor all, to deliver the 
Sozome 4h. 33 Cuſtom of the Church in thoſe times, touching this par= 
-S0Zommen ib. F« 
Tap. 16. ., Ucular, I will add the words ofthe: H iſtortan, Rs; ad rer- 


-TA mn pronos abjicumt, &c. they that are conſcious to: 


themſelves to. have offended, fall down flat upoa the ground with weep- 


ipgand lamentations i in the Church, on the.ather fide the Biſhop-runs to | 
them with tears in his eyes, and falls down to'the ground, alfo in token 


"of forrow and compas(ion, and the whole Congregation in the 'mean 
-wWhile {yeparhizing with both; is overwhelmed with tears, ©&c... 


-6, If weigs lower. yet tothe times of St: Chryſo hom and 
' 5r. Chryſft-a St, Auſtin, we find thoſe hoty men ſpeaking very ſlightly of 


" Hebr | Homal-; 1 + { 
Bret 90-6 KT GCanfeftion to men, ſa;little did #hey think of . Auricular 


-Confeſſ.& pe- Confeſſions being a Sacrament. St. Auſtin's Judgment in 


a. the Caſewe have heard before, 10 the tenth Book of his 
Bf 1 Con-- 


£ 


— 2 


—— as. 2 
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ConfcMons, 'anTthird Chapter ; and for the other, the Teſtimonies out 
of him are ſo' many, and fo well known, that I cannot think it neceſſary 
to tranſcribe them ; and as for"St. Ferom who lived about the ſame time, 
{ think it ſuffictent to repeat the account of Era/-ns, who was very con- 
verſant in his Writings, and indeed of all the other Fathers, and whe 
had no other'faulc 1 know, but that he did uſe Aordaci radere vero, to be 
coo great a Tell truth; which ſure will not invalidate his Teſtimony ; his 
words/are theſe, Apparet rempore Hieronimi nondum inftitutam fuiſſe ſecre-, 
fam adnnſſtrim Corfefſionem. — Vi erum in hoc labimmtar T, heobogt quidam pa- 
rim attenti, girod que weteres ſcrivint de publica & generali cor fejſione, ea tra- 
himt ad occultam & longe diverſi generis, 1. e. It is evident (faith he) that in 
St. Feron?s time (which was about four hundred years after our Saviour } 
rhere was no ſuch thing as ſecret Confeſſion in uſe ; but the miſtake is, 
that ſb: few Hater and inconfiderate Divines have taken the inſtances of 
general andpublick Cenfeſſion ttien prattiſed, for arguments of that Au- 
ricular Contetfion which is now uſed, though quite of a different nature 
from it. | | | 

- Thus we have traced the Current of Antiquity for four or five han= 
dred years to ſearch-for the Head of tliis N#us, the ſource'and riſe of that 
kind of Confeſſion which is ſo highly magnified by. the Church of Rome, 
bot hitherto we have found nothing of 4c, and this methinks ſhould” be 
ſafficient to ſtagger an impartial inquirer, (at leaft ir is as much as can be 
expeRed in ſo ſhort a'Freatife as this is intend2d to be ) and may fatisfp 
the: unprejudicate, that there'is as little of Antiquity to favour this Rite, ' 
a$there is/ of Divine Inſtitutions be pleaded forir.-. But: yet T know on” 
the other fide;that the Romwny#s pfetend:to bring abundance of Teſtimca 
nies for it ant Belfhrmine particularly goes from Century 'to' Centy ry” 
with his Citations to preſcribe for the conſtant and unjnterrupted.uſe of 
it, bat I'do fincerely think that theſe four following ſhort Obſervatiors 
willindbles maftto anfwer them @7. ©2777 Ge = Feed 

- 1. Lobferve, that whereas this! word* Exomologeſis 1s' Commonly uſed: 
by divers of'the Fathers, 'as the/Phraſe:whereby they intend to expreſs: 
the whole nature of Repentancetr all the parts and branches of ir, as is* 
evident by the paſſage I cited ovt of Tertuliian de Prrit. even now, and is 


acknowledged by Bullzr1mmme imfelf; neverthele, meerly becauſe thar 


word ſignifies Confefton. properly, and nothing elſe, theſe Roziifh Sophi- 
ſters, where they. find this word Exvmelgeſis, force: it into ay-argument” 
for that Confeſſion, which they contend tor ; and! to- feverall Diſcourſes 
of the Fathers, concerning Repetitance in general, are made to be nothing 
but Exhorrations to, or Encomiums of Confeſſion in particular, and that 
muſt be nothing elſe neither but Auricular Confelfion, the thing in Que- 
. | C2 ftion-: 
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ſtion. - A caft of his skill in this way, Bellarmine gives us Jn [rerers, the 
very. firſt Author he cites for Auricular Canfes—ion 1n the-laſt quoted: 
Book ard Chapter of his Writings De Sacramentjs.. — | 
2. Whereas the Novatians excluded all hopes of Repentance or Par- 
con for fins committed after Baptiſm, but the true Church contrariwiſe- 
admirted to hopes of Pardon upon their Repentance ; upon this occaſion, 
when ſome of the Fathers juſtly magnify the advantages, and comforta- 
bleneſs of the true Church above the Schiſmatical, as that it: ſer = ZN 
Door of Hope to thoſe who confeſled their fins, and applicd themliclves 
to her Miniitry : Hence theſe witty men will perſwade the world, that 
every true Church had a Conf. flors Chair, and ſuch a formal way of 
pardoning as they now practiſe at Kome ; as if there was. no remis{ion 
of Sin, whcre there was no Auricular Confestion, and as if all that exclu+. 
ded the latter, rejected the former ton, and were no b:tter than Nova- 
tian Hereticks ; when-as in-Fruth, the power of the Keys is exerciſed in 
all tve Miniſtries of.the Church, and ſhe pardons and retains fins, other- 
wiſe than by the Oracle of a particular Confeſlor, as we 
Beilarmde Pair. have fen:already.- This picce 'of jugling the fame. 
Z3h.'3.C. 8 Bellarmizie is alſo guilty of in his. Cuation, of, Lattar- 
x 17s, | my | + 
3. Whereas the ancient Writers are' nuch in the commendation pf 
Confeilion of fins, whether it-be to God or to the Church, but generally 
 Uttending that whick is publick, it is common with thole of the Church. 
of Kone, tolay hold of all ſuch ſayings as were intended to perſwade to, 
and incourage publick Confefhons, and to gpply them. to : Auricular:or 
+ ...., - . Clancular Confesſions, . thus particularly the afore- 
14. Lib. 3. C.6. aid Author does - by : Tertulan in his. Citation. of. 
| him. | | 
4. And Laſtly, Whereas it is alfo true that ſeveral of thoſe holy men: 
of 01d, do in ſome cafes very much recommend Confesſion of ſecret ins, 
and per{wade ſome ſorts of men to the uſe of it, namely. thoſe that are 
i great perplexity of Conſcience, and that needed Ghoſtly Counſel -and.: 
Advice,or to the intent that they might obtain the asſiſtance of th Chur-. 
ches Prayers, and make them the more ardent and effeCtual on their be- 
half, whereas I ſay, they recommended this as an expresſion of Zeal, or 
a prudent expedient, or at moſt as neceſſary only. in ſome caſes pro hic & 
xuyc.. Theſe great Patrons af Auricular Confesſfion do with their uſual 
artifice apply all theſe paſlages,. to prove it- to be a ſtanding and univer-- 
fally neceſſary duty, a Law. to all Chriſtians, this is a very. common fault 
amongſt them, and particularly St. Cyprian is thus mifapplicd by the ſame 
forementioned Writer, Lib. 3. Cap. 7. 7%, 
Aicher_ 
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Hukherto, inquiring, to; rhe. maſt ent. ang. pureſt times of the: 
Church, by the Wricings o of: the, Fathers, at, tiokeimes; we have not 
been able to. diſcover any , ſulhciept, grauy Char Anricular Con- 
fesfion as the Churth of. Ko1me* Fcends. to, 'mych- | ; 


ra 

conſtant and uniuterrupted ſuccesſion op ; oaks 4k Eft 
all I muſt acknowledge. there is. paſl. ip Keel Raltical,. jonny ha 
Hiſtory which: ſeems.to.promiſe us fAtas. je maine 'Q poo © | 
therefore muſt by no means. be. Nightly. pa Lorcrwichous RITTER 
due conſideration ; it.is the famous. Rory of; Nettarins, Biſhop of Come 
Ranrinople, and Predeceſſar to St.,Chry/o - al which hapned- ſomething 
les then four-hundred years afcer our Saviour::; . . 

'The Story as It is telated by, the gs 10 FR poof Sora mind, Sor 
z2men Tyns thus : in the tune of this n {is 
ſom. uit that. Church. (as alſo #n i ns 


of greateſt Piety, Wiſdom.agqd ( f 2 Penibvetiary,. 
that is, be appointed to the PEG ce.0 receiving ( Conf:il ions, and- 


to ay and direct. the Lane ofo 1n Von m: agement of oor eichemorks 


to. Coen =p a 
ſcious to her. felt to 


means the wt aa I_S, air, WS; coming to. the Ser of _ 
people, they preſently fall into-a mighty; commotion and: rage about it, 
partly in deteſtatjon of ſo foul an aftion of the Deacoa, bur principally 
in contemplation of the, difhonour, and Tcapgal thereby: refletted on the: 
whole Church. The Biſhop finding the: Honour of; ita ;whole Body of 
his Clergy extremely concern d. in this accident, and. being very anxious 
what to-do in this caſe, at laſt by the ConnſeT of bne Eudemorn 2 Presby- 
ter of that Church, he reſolves param to aboliſh the Office of Peni- 
tentiary, both fq extinguiſh, e preſent, d to:preyent. the like oc= 
caſion far the fur UL 5 Al Fees by. eh a wy es to.the- 
condutt of hi c bmi rho and permitted; to- partake of the: holy 
Myſterics.at his own, peril. "This is the one of FaCt faiphfully:rendred 
from the words of the Hiſtorian ;..but we take it inthe groſs, and. 


look no farther then ſo, will .not do muc h cowards the deciding of the 
: preien*. 
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preſent Gontro wilt thefef? Zcxhiſie things _— e fiars 
rowly by the tp GFRt bitte as rhe tBens affbtd is, perhaps we 
may-niake U Ws nd to this urpole; Hoot 


tl : 
1. I obſervecinithe firi PRE: rhat tHolgh at the firſt btufh hereſeems 
to be ati early and great expinple of that Auticular Confesſion which we 
oppoſe, foraſmnch ini 'yotonlyi the Order of the' Charch of Co- 
(fartir.opte, for Cofifeſion't6% Prieft, bat rhYf to'beof all ſins committed 
afrer Baptiſm, aHd'tHi to bemade ty him'infecrer ; notwithſtanding up- 

of amore thordugh View" it will appear quite another thing from that 
pleaded for; and prattiſed by the Church of Roe, and rhat eſpecially in 

the reſpects following : Firſt, Ti the! Auricular Confeſſion in the Story, 

there is ſome reinaifderdf rhe ancient Diſcipline of tire Charch (whoſe 

Confeſfiotis eto be 6pen'ant 2 pau ſhewed in that here 
4 publick Officer iS oPpotrpd tp rhe Okurct \ reecive' them, ſitth an* 
one as \wHoſe'Pradente;and 16 ins, arid*Picty ſhe ould confide Th for” 
a buſineſs of ſo gteatnicery and difficulty, and it is neither left tothe Pe - 

nitent-to chooſe his'Cofifident for his Confeſfor, nor at large for every 

Prieſt to repreſey the ori of the Church in fo tickliſh an Aﬀair as 

that 6f Diſcipline; butts aſpyblitk' Officer appoirtet by the Church for | 
this pifpoſe; ſo that Conk wh'to hin'canndr'By faid tothe private, fee" 
ing it is'done tothe whole CHorch bY Him. P8cofitm: which, Secordly,” 
This Penitentiary it ſeems was bound cas there'was occaſion) to diſcover | 
the matters (opened to 'him-in ſecret) wo the! Church, as appears in the 

Crime of tie Deacon ih rhe Story; "there was bd prevents of 2 Seal of 
Confeſſiohin this Caſes in the Churcifof Rowe by vittoe, of which a : 
mai may confeſs, and goon toi Sol ſecretly, without danger of he», 
ing brought n36n the Stage, Wha | ever. the jttbcity, of his Crime be," 
and indeed without any clfeftnal tourke in order; to His Repentarice. and” 
Reformation. ' Again, FHAH5<this conteNion in the Story doth not pre-: 
tend to be of abſolyreny©, ;2oif x ans fs might notbe pardoned” 
withont-it5- but orily 3 Pradent provitn 5f the Church'to help men 
forward in-tharRepertant&to Uireatuhe afts-xttd Expresfions of it; and; 
eſpecially t6 rate pe flexed and Weak coniftences. ahd to aftiſt them” 
in their preparationts fr the-Sicrament of the Lord®s Supper; and this: 
appears, among[{t-other thing + account which' the Hiſt orian gives: 


us-of the conſedtene&oPBolithing it, 0/4. Yds tw CeEavan is left to. 
his-own conſtieh&&about w_ faking ofthe bat Ap ries ; bor it is” 
not faid or iRtimatedthat ht fd 7p ona MimRror BIS hs, for wait; 
of confesſion:' To which din the faſt place, thar'ithis Office whatever, 
it was, was not repnred Cut I rather, as, I noted: before, an. 
expedient t&prepare mert-Ferir'; forthubtlefs neither rhar Biſhop _ 
TOE tnat 
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that Church, would: hayeevgricohfinted todiid abolitinn.of'a friccrament, 
for the ſake of : ſych &.Seandal as'happenttimtheniiſinanagement of i it, 
or if -they, had. done ſo, much. {cancIrbedmagined char chengreatelt 
partof the,Ghriſtian Ghnxch- would har concutredwithiticm "18 {tas 
we ſhall by and by ſee they did. . 4d 

2. Iobſerve concerning the beginning of this: Penitentiary Office, -the 
time ;and eccafion of this uſage; namely, - thatsthiaithiiftoriansdo.not 
pretendjit to.have been Apoſtolical; mvcb kf af;ftoftipDidinenſtiru- 
tien:; but they lay the Heat of uisifirft ile abonL the nine of: the Decian 
Perſecution, whichiwas about Two:hundred years/afiets | 
our Saviour, 1 confeſs, Vicephores waultlperfivade us- Niceghor. 4ib- 
of its greater Antiquity, and that-It was rather revived -.12. Cap. 28, 
than inſtituted bf chat time; fer the fjeaking. of (they, ciu0o 5-7 
bringing 1 it 10to uſe at the: Decian Perfecutiondaith; am o2rfreboumric £-OÞ, 
4. e.-the; Church, purſient of:che:ahcient Feckſitiſtiond Canons conflitured 
a Penitentiary, © c. And: Petavires is fo: atdidted to the Rivern Hypothe-: 
1is, as very unreaſonably to favour this:Gpneeit; 'bub-the' Truth: ſeems: 
ito be (as Vale/is very ingoryoully 2cknopiedzes): only.ithis, that here 
was a Bittake ofithe, import” jof the worgs:ofitheHiftothan, . who. ;faibh 
only, that when the Ghurdh-bad olioſorit beinPenirentjary 281011 =& Th57H), 

they added: lim to-the:Canon; thatcis;;to themmbet af thoſe in the-ZuG-- 
'trici{a, or Roll of ſuch as were 'to he mamtaind in: and by the Chireh, 
'or as we would lay,. they made him Canan of. the :Church'; ;not that he 
. was conſtituted in; fuch,an Office, purſuatt.of an-ancientor Law.or Ca-- 
NON. as +4 icephpr is carellly:of wiltuily» mſtakes- Beſides afterwards, 
'when the Hiſtorian, 6þſcrves 4hiat:thei Novatians invariably: withſtodd 
"this Ordey;from the beginning of it}; he calls itrewor2tgyioutes; 9.4. THis 
.new Inſtitution; or Addition; or: Supplement of the AncietitRites of the 
-Church ; ſo that there'is ng reaſon we ſhovld date this wenn higher 
han: the Hiſtorian oth, inamely,afterthd:DeciuxPerfeartion.! 

But what:ſnould be the'gtound: andircaſons:of creftingcrhis new: Office; 

and Officer in the nas it was nat: before: Of-chis1 give two - 
Accounts. ; - / ? VIGES COT Of volt VII. 7 
Firſt, The Church being very: numerovs , and; the! Zeal add} Devo- 
tion very great, z and what'iby the compaſſionate: reception which the 
. Church gave to; 'Penitepts- and. ;her.audent.,Prayers for them; : what by 
the earneſt Harangyes<f Holy Men to move peoplerto Repeitance; abun- 
- [dance were -intlined t&:60pfelk their Sins; and (thiy Gontelfion being till 
that time accuſtomed to heapen;: and publickiin the face: of theiCongre- 
ation, it.mnſt,needs happen (all thoſe-dirtumſtances-conſidered toge-- 


"mm that a great many things: would, be/brought vpon' the Stage, the 
Pub- 
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Publication of. which 'woutdibe atreimdedavith greatinconveriences; for 
ſowe -Sins>are -of:that:nature'/thatithey ifearce caf-rake' Air without 
Apreadingia Gontagiqn,(fome- Confeſſions would thake fport for light 
and-yam perſons,vant beſides abundance'of ether inconveniences (calie 
to be imagined by any one) the publication of ſome Sins might expoſe 
the Penitents to the ſeverity of the Pagan Criminal Judge ; upon theſe 
apd-fuch 1ikeicdrſiderations, 'the Church thought fit therefore (as I have 
Intiiatsd beforeJio dppoint ane wiſt-and very grave petſon inhher ſtead 
£0 receive the Confesfions 5 who by: his diſctetion-might ſo diſcriminate 
matters; that what things were fir for: ſilence, might have private me- 
.thods applicd te-them, but what were fit to be brought upon the Stage, 

might be made publick examples of, or receive a publick remedy. 

** Secondly, But the Hiſtorian Jeads us to a more ſpecial reaſon of this 
'Inffitutionat that time ;/:namely; that the rage of the Decian Perſecu- 
"tion ctnelly ſhook the Church} and abundance of her weaker members 
felleff in the torm; and; which was worſt of all, the Church was diſtra- 
Red about the reftitution or-final rejeftion of thoſe that had ſo miſcar- 
- ried ;: for thongh the beſt and:-wiſeſt of the Church were ſo merciful and 
:conlideratgofhumane infirmity;as to. be willing to receive thoſe in again, 
. upon Refſentance;:nverwhon the: Temptation of Fear had too much 
- prevailed, "yet the Novatrans] a greatand- zealous 'patt 'of Chriſtianity, 
looked upon ſactt as deſperate, who had once broken their Baptiſmal 
Vow, and woutd rather ſeparate from the-Charch themſelves, than ſuf- 
fer ſuch to be reſtoredito id. Here the Church'was mn a grear-ſtrair; either 
"Ihe muſt be very;EverxetoTome, ! of ſhe ſhalliſeenyvery unkind-to others, 
he mult eitherttet cheaveake periſh; orthe muſt-offend-them that counted 
: themſelves ftrong+: Now: m'this Caſe. (he benz both. tenderly -compaſſt- 
onate towards. thoſe thatchad fallen; and withal willingto fatisfie thoſe 
| Novatian Diſſtaters,: or at leaſt to deliver her ſelf from Scandal, takes 
this courſe; ſhe requires thatithoſe who. hadfaHlen and deſired to be re- 
ſtored again to-her Society: ſhould rmackrowIglge: their faults, and make 
all the Penitentfatisfattion that was pdſſblo3for them'to perform, that 
® ſo neither they may be too ealily tempted to do ſo again by the gentle- 
. neſs of the reniedy; ndr:the Novatiarts reþr&ich her Lenity, or take per, 
as if nodifference was made berween theiſoand- andthe lapſed; for theſe 
- canſes, though the moſt:publickPenarice'was:thought lictle enough to be 
- undergone by:the lapfert hut-yer on theother fide;confidering wiſely the 
inconvenicitces. of publickPemartce' in: fonie<caſes (as'1-ſpecified before) 
ſhe thereforeroaik this mildle':courſe;;mataety, ſhewppointed a pnblick 
Confeſlor, whozhaving firſtibeard privately-the ſeveral caſes of the Peni- 
tents, ſhould bring intapotlick,/onty-ſouch of them as without incurring 
| any 
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any of the aforeſaid dangers) might be made -exemplary. And this ape 
pears to be the true, reaſon of this Inſtitution, and the bottom of this 
affair, by this remarkable paſſage in the Hiſtorian ; That whereas the 
generality of the Orthodox cloſed preſently with this wiſe temperament, 
the novartians only,thoſe ſelf-conceited Non-conformiſts,rejefted 2g9772y 
revm, this expedient as a new invention ; they were too humourſome to 
comply with ſach a temperament. 

But here another queſtion ariſes, viz. How far this new expedient was 
imbraced by the Orthodox Churches ; for if it was only received by 
that of Conſtantinople, the Authority would not be ſo great ; for it is im- 
poſible to inagine, that other Churches might allow every private Prieſt 
to confeſs, and ſo admit of no publick Penitentiary. 

To which I anſwer, that by the Hiſtory it ſeems plain enough, that 
this was not the peculiar manner of the Church of Conſtantinople only, 
but the uſual method in that time of moſt other Churches alſo ; bug]; -. 
muſt needs ſay, I do not find that the Church of Rome complied wth +. 
them herein, though it was not much to her Honour to be fingular,wheng, 
there was ſo much prudence and piety to have inclined her to uniformi- 
ty. However this is gained, which is my point, that the Church of Rome 
is not countenanced in her practice of private and clancular Confeſſions, 
by the general uſage of the Church, as they pretend. 

3. I obſerve concerning this Office of Penitentiary, that as it was 
erected upon prudential conſiderations, ſo it was upon the ſame grounds 
aboliſhed, by the ſame authority of the Church which firſt inſtituted it, 
and that after about two hundred years continuance in the time of Ne- 
Etarins, as we have ſeen ; and therein he was followed, faith Sozomen by 
almoſt all the Biſhops: and Churches in the World ; this therefore was 
far from being thought either a Divine or Apoſtolical Conſtitution .: Pe- 
taviirs would here perſwade us, that it was only publick Confeſſion, and 
not private, which was upon. this occafion ſv generally laid aſide, as we 
hav? ſeen, but this is done by him more out of tenderneſs of Auricular 
Confeſſion, than upon good reaſon ; and YValeſirs goes beyond himz. and 
will needs perſwade us, that neither publick nor private Confeſſion were 
put down in this juncture, but only that the lately ered Officer of Pe- 
nitentiary was: cafhiered ; but I muſt cravc leave to fay, there is no ſuf- 
ficient reaſon for either of theſe conjectures, but on the contrary plain 
evidence againſt them ;- for Sratcs, who 1s the firſt and principal rela- 
ter of this whole ſtory, faith hz was perſonally acquainted with this Preſ- 
byter Erderor, viho gave the advice to Nifarirs toomake this change in 
the Diſcipline of the Church, and tharhe had the aforefaid relation of it 
from his own mouth, and expo © 50j0r with bim ab2ut it, giving his rea=- 
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Forts tothe contrary, and ſuggeſted his ſuſpicions that the ſtate of Piety 
would be much endamaged by this change, and in plain words tell him, 
that fre had now bereft mentof affiſtance 1n. the, conduct, of their Con; 
Kigtees, and hindred the great benefit men have, or might have one of 
another by private advice and correption. Now this fear of his had been 
the-abſardeſt thing in the World, if upon this caunſe] and advice of his 
only one certain man-in the Office of publick Confeſſioner had been laid 
#4; but both the uſe of publick and private,Confefions had: been kept 
up and retained. OE A RI 
--'Bgt afrer all (for ought appears) the Church of Rome kept her-old 
Mwu*pfinns, ſhe tenacious of her own cuſtoms, eſpecially of ſuch as may 
adyance her Intereſt and Authority, complies not with this Innovation or 
Reformation (be it for better or worſe) but her, Prieſts go on. with their 
Cori ons, and turn all Religion almoſt into Clanculat Tranſattions,in 
+*;8efprzht of the example of other Churches. .It may be ſhe met with op- 
-:petmon ſoinetitnes, but ſhe was forced to, dillemble ittill the heroick age 
_-* MFhe'Schoolmen,and then thoſe luſty Champions with their Fuſtian-ſtuff 
of vidernr quod fie, & probatar quod non, make good all her pretenſions. 
After them in the year 1215 comes the fourth Lereran Council, and that 
drert=s Auricular Confefſion to be made by every body. once a year at. 
the leaſt ; and laſt ef all comes.the Council of Trent, and declares it to be 
6 Prvine Inſtitution, neceffary to Salvation, and the conſtant and uni- 
verfal cuſtom of the Chriſtian Cnurch : And ſo we have the Pedigree 
ef the Komiſh Auricular Confesſion. ON Re Og 
"Sr. 4. I come now to the third and laft Stage of my- undertaking, 
which'1s to ſhew that ſecret or Auricular Confesſion, as it is now pre- 
fribedand prattiſed in and by the Church of Rome, is not only unneceſ- 
fary, and burdenſom in it If, but alſo very miſchievous to Picty, and 
the great ends of Chriſtian Religion. 

For the former part of this charge, if it be not evident enough alrea- 
 &, it will eaſily be made out from the-premiſes, for they cannot deny 
that they make This kind of Confesſion neceſlary to Salvation, at leaſt as 
neceſſary as Baptiſin it ſelf is, (ſuppoſing a man hath finned after Bap- 
iſm?) now 1f it be neither made ſo by Divine Inſtitution, nor acknow- 
ixdged to b2 ſo by the conſtant Opinion of the Church, what an horrible 
zmpolition is here upon the conſciences of men, when in the higheſt 
and worſt ſenſe that can be, they teach for DoQrines the Commandments of 
Fr, and make Salvation harder than God hath made it, and ſuſpend 
ens hopes upon other terms then he hath done? If it was preſcribed 
by the preſznt Church as a matter of Order and Diſcipline only, or of 
eonvenience ang expediency, we ſhould. never boggle at it upon this ac- 
| count, 
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count, ar difjjute the-point-with them ; or if it was only declaredece- 
fary\prq jc &, nune, upon extraordinary emergency, by the-pecukar Ton- 
diaoen of the Penitent, his weakneſs ot judgment, the perplexity of tits 
Conſcience, bis horrible guilt or extreme agonies, we would not diffi 
With them: ypon that neither ; but when itis made neceffary:univerdly, 
and declared Te indiſpenſible duty of all men whatſoever wha have fint- 
ned after Raptifin (when God hath required ro ſuch thing. but declares 
himſelf ſatisfied- with true contrition and hearty remorte for what 1s 
paſt, and ſincere Reformation for the time to come ;) this | fay* is anlin- 
calerable4yranny.and vſurpation upon the confciences of men. And 
that-is notiall neuher, for beſides irs burdenſoruneſs in the general;fit 
particularly aggravates and increaſes a mans other burdens, for inſtead 
of relieving perplexed Confſciences, which is the true and principal uſe 
of Confeſſions to Men, this:prieſtly Confeflion as it is preſcribed -by/the 
Council, intangles and afflits them more 5} for that injoyms-that 'vhe Pe- 
Iientlay open-all hisifins; even the moſt-ſecret, although bur in thourlir 
or. deſire ouly, ſuch 3 nft the ninch or tenth Commandment, (accors 
ding to their Diviſfian of the Decalogyue,) now this is many times Gifficult 
caough ; but that?s: mot all; he muſt alfo recount all the circamftances of 
theſe ſins, which may:incteate: or ditniniſh the guilt, eſpecially fach-' #5 
alter the ſpecies and kind of 1m New:what fad workvis here for a: melans 
choly,Man ? Alltcheciroumftances/are-mnuinerable, and how-canke ral 
which are they that change:the-ſpecies of the aCt, unleſs hed: as great 2 
Schoolman as his Confeflor. /: Reſides all this, it may: be -he is not” very 
Skilful in the diſtin@tion between venial and mortal ſins, and if he"6mit 
one mortal ſin, he is undone; therefore it is neceſſary for him (by conſe- 
quence) to confeſs all vental fins too, and then where-ſhall th: poor Man 
begin, or when ſhall he make an end ? Such a Carrificina ſuch a rack and 
torture, in a word, ſuch an holy Inquiſition is this buſineſs of Auricular 
Confeſſion become. And that Eminent: Divine of Srrasburgh (of whom 
Beatus Khenanus ſpeaks) ſeems very well to have underſtood both himſelf, 
and this matter who pronounces'that:Scorms and Thomas had with their 
tricks and ſubtilties, ſo perplexed this plain buſineſs off Confeffion, that 
ow KK-was become plainly impofitble. ' And fo much for that. -** - 

But as for the ſecond part of this impeachment, viz. That the Auri- 
cular Confeflion now uſed in the Church of Rowe,is miſchievous to Piety; 
'Fhis remains yet tobe demonſtrated, and we will do it the rather in this 
place, becauſe it will be an abundant Confirmation of Ml that which hath 
been diſcoarſed under the rwo former. 'Heads ; and - might indeed have 
ſaved the labour of them, but that we were unwilling to leave any pre- 
rence of theirs undiſcuſſed ; for if this practice of theirs appear to be 
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miſchievons to Piety, it will never by any ſober man be thought ej- 
ther to have been inſtituted by our Saviour, or to have been the ſenſe 
and uſage of the Catholick Church, whatever they pretend on its be- 


. Naw therefore this laſt and important part of my-Charge I make good 
by theſe Three Articles following. TK 76h | 

Firſt, This Method of theirs is dangerous to Piety, as it is very apt 
to cheat people into an Opinion that they are in a better condition than 
truly. they are,or may be in towards God, as that their fins are pardoned, 
and diſcharged by him, when there' is no ſach matter;:” The:Church= 
men of Rome complain of the DoCtrine of ſome reformed Divines touch- 
ing aſſuranceof Salvation, that ir fills men. with too' great confidence , 
And renders them careleſs and preſumptuous:;; but whatſoever there is 
in that, it is not my buſineſs now to diſpute it, however methinks it 
will not very well become a Romaniſt to aggravate it, till the have ac- 
quitted himſelf in the point before us; for by this Aſſurance Office of 
theirs they comply too much with the ſelf-flattery:of Mens own Hearts, 
they render Men ſecure, before they are ſafe, and furniſh them with a 
confidence like that of the Whore Solomon ſpeaks of, who wipes her Month, 
and ſaith, T have done no evil. For Men return from the Confeſſors Chair 
(as they are made to believe) as pure as from the Font, and as: innocent 
as from their Mothers Womb; as if God was concluded- by :the-a&t of 
the Prieſt, and as if he being fatisfied with an humble poſture, a de- 
JeGed look, and alamentable murmur, God Almighty would be put off 
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', 1 Lb nimium facies qui triſtia criimina, &c. 


7 1 cheating Priefts, who made fond Men. believe, 
»That God Almighty pardons all you ſhrieve, 


.  Perbaps they will ſay, This is the fault and folly of the Men, not of 
the Inſtitation of:the Church : But why do they not teach them better 
then? Nay, why do they countenance and incourage them in ſo dange- 
| . __ _rous miſtakes? For whether elſe tend thoſe words in the 

Sefſ. 14, Can.i. Decree of the Council of Trent, Ipſi Deo reconciliandss ? 
"nv g. 4. that by this way of: Confeſſion, &c. Men are re- 
3+... --;,; conciled to the Divine Majeſty himſelf; or thoſe other 
1þid. Caps 5. : forecited, where the Prieſt is ſaid to be the Vicar of 
_ ' Chriſt, andin hs ſtead, a Judge or Preſident ; or eſpe- 
cally whai other meaning can thaſe words have, where it is ſaid, _ 
Hi; iT | ms 
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Mhis Rite, is ys neceſſary as - Baptiſm, fora in that all ſins" 
are Temitred which were-commuted in foriner time, ſo in Idid. Cap. > 4 


lified, = | "I 

4. Nor, laſtly, Can the Prieſt be ſaid to pardon fo properly by thoſe 
Majeſtick words, ab/ſolvo te, as,by his whole Miniſtry, in inftruQting 
people in the Terms.of the Ney, Covenant, and making application of 
that to them by the Sacraments ; this he hath Commiſizon to do, but 
thoſe big words I cannot find that he hath any where Authority to pro- 
nounce, and therefore (as I think I obſerved before) the ancient Church 
had no form of Abſolution, but only receiving Penitents to the Commu- 
pion: And the Greek Chorch had ſo much Modefty as to abſolve in the 
third Perſon, not in the firſt, to ſhew that their Pardon was Miniſterial 
and Declarative only. 

All theſe things notwithſtanding the people are let to go away with 
fuch an Opinion as aforeſaid (becauſe it-1s for the Grandeur and Intereſt 
of the Prieſthood, that they ſhould be cheated;) but theſ: miſappreher- 
ions would vaniſh, if their Teachers would be ſo juſt as to diſtinguiſh 
between” Gods Abſolution, and the Abſolution of the Church ; the firſt 
of which extends to the moſt ſecret Sins, the latter to open Scandals 
enly ; the one delivers from all real Guilt, the otfier from external 
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Cenſifre only ; ofthe lattevitht Prift map (þprhe ng nb ohh CHartH) 
hare ceFull ddiſpenſation;ſowrhsfe Is res pardoned with her tha 
hath ſatisfied the Prieſt; -but: of the-formitr hedifpenRts bit Endirio- 
nally; To tankiem allwhich} will her&add byly two Teſtimonies of 
the ſiigmeng of the ance Chinecty [0178 ls 215117 3847 © 791400 Sf 59 
- :Þhis/firſh ip. £5:t64/iarks Bilhof16ECd/nh57 HhÞIIEDALHto-SH. Cypr3- 
anc reckoneetie Seventy fifth of SHCHHIHT there ſpeakfn "Fhoſlin 
Eccleſiaſtical Councils every Yeat;' he *E&wegtriife Reaſons for it';- Ur 
gut gt avivte)ſint corlni doufilis Hirig anrury Vapfls Lig fratribus, & poſt 
lavacrum: fdlntats a Diabols viltuerars "per peritemam* pregels queratiir ; 
#iriqueaſiia Boks vEnifiionem' peccitory confequantir,' es per Hos ad inel- 
 ligentiam deliforuwmi fuorum onvertantivr ,” 6 Domino plenins [athfactve v2 
ants: Partly iCfantly beYrhat lyjolint' advice, 4nd common confent, me may 
agree upon au uniform Orderiin fueh weighty affairs ascancern ont reſpectit6 
Churches, partly that we may give'rclief, © and apply a remedy to Whoſe. who 
ty the Temptation of 'the Devit have falleitto* jm after" Baptiſm ; not that 
we cas give them Pardon of their Sin, -but Coy" or- Bhinifry rhe ' may te 
brought to a kyowledge of their Sins, and djrefted inty'a right OFelo obtain 
| | Pardon at the Hands of God. "Fhe other is of Theodorus 
Throd. Cantu- Arch-Biſhop of Carterbary, whoſe Words are theſe : Con- 


ar.. aud Bat. - AS ACCESS ITO COU IU TILED F3-. 
Rees an Procf Feſſio que ſoli Deo fir pirgat Peccata': +4 vero” aus Sacerdoti 


ad Terwill, de fit 3 docet qualiter pu ur.” Conf efion 7 | God properly” ob: 
Penit. ' | tains the Pardon of Sin ; Vur by Confoſſo To Tem, we are 


only put into the right way tg obtain Pardon. Thus they. 
But now 1n the Church of Rome the cafe is otherwile ; there the Prieſt 
Luſtains the Perſon of our Lord Jeſas Chriſt himſelf, and is.not ſo much his 
Delegate as his Plenipotentiaty; anchis Pardon is #5fult & p9bd as if the 
Judge of the'World trad pronounced it pro 77ibimati ; fo that if the moſt 
lewd and habitnal Sinner have bmt-the good fortine” to gg ont of the 
World snder the Bleffing of his Ghoſtly Father, that is to. ſay, either 
Death came ſo ſoon after his aft Abſolution, or the Prieft came ſo op- 
portunely after his kaft Sin, that he hath not begun a new ſtore, he is 
{bre to go to Heaven without more ado. This I repreſent as the firſt mil- 
chief attending their DoCtrine, and Praftice of Aurictlar Confeſſion. 
But this'is not all, for © pa I 3 =; IN 
: Secondly, It corrupts and debanches the very” DoCtrine.and. Nature 
of Repenance which the'whole Goſpel lays fo much ſtreſs rPORs Mak- 
ing Artrition {whiclt is- but a flight ſorrow for fin,  or,a di CSGOh JIN 
Comemplation of the Wrarh of God impendent over it). paſs for. Con- 
rrition, which implies an hatred and deteſtation of. it for its, Own mo-. 
ral evil and deformity,” with a firm rcfolatton of amendment. * This 
OW. TER they 
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they many of them are not. 0anvR.ta teach,. and, their prattice of Ab- 
ſolution ſu profes andrequires it.” 1 he Jeſuits in. particular, who have | 
alk infroft th themſelves thewhale Monopoly of.Conteſſions-avow 
rtit5 58 their Priticiple. ©" Father, Baviny, E/cobar, and Suarez declare, their 
Judgement that, the-Pricſt ought to ablalve, a Man vpon his. faying , 

Jat he dethfts his Sin, although at the ſame time the Confellor doth net 
believe NG pu fo.-, by TMs Mr Af this be nor true, there can 

e 20 uſe of Confeſſions amongſt the: greateſt pars, of Men. 2B 1 
Phi (8's rene) fe CRE by hp iers 60 che ZpnapiSgnd 
the Eurees of France are ſo honeft.as tH cry-ſhaine. of it before. all the 
Wortd; for, ſay they, Attrition 1s but the work of Nature, and if that 
alone will ſerve for Pardon, then a Man may be-pardaned without Grace. 
But therefore, ſay the others, the Sacrament ob Penance dath 1t, alone, 
and this is for the Honour of the Sacrament; greatly for the Honour of ic 
(fay 1) thar it is of greater Dee FAA a Jeſus Chriſt, and his - 
Goſpel, which cannot help a wicked Man to Heaven, whilſt he continues 
ſo, but this Sacrament it ſeems can. .. Nor.can they excuſe this matter 
by ſaying theſe odious Allertions are; but kms Opinions of fome 


;} 


Divines. For they are plainly fayoure by the determina- oe” 


tions of the Council gf Tre ; I confeſs tharCguncihdes Con Trident. 
livers it ſRIf warily and cunningly 1n this point cas it uſes Seff. 14. C.4. 
todo in ſuch caſes) yet theſe are their words, 1a vero con- 

tritio imperfefFa que attriziq aicitur, quamis ſine; Sacramento Penitentie per 
ſe ad juſtificationem perducere prevgiorep Hequr if 6apen exam ad Dei Gratiam 
in Sacramento Penitentie impe rantdam diſpazic, &6.. Which is as mych as to 
ſay, though Attrition or a; ſuperficial ſorrow; for, fin, barely, alage, and 
without confeſſion to a Prieſt, will not. juſtify. a man before God, yet At- 
trition and Confeſſion together will do it, "4 then. they are as good as 
true Repentance,, And in this ſenſe XZelchior Canus long iince thought he 


* 
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underſtood the Council werenangh.... *; ...., . , - ; 
* Thirdly, This buſineſs of Auricular Confeiion, as it is practiſed in the 
Church'6f Rome,is ſo far from being a mcans to prevent and reſtrain ſin, 
as It highly pretends to be (and I am fare as it ought to be, if ic be good 
for any thing) that contrariwie it is either loſt labour, and a meer Ce- 
remony, or it greatly incourages and imbaldens, and hardens men in it, 
both by the ſerecy, the multitndes, and the frequency of theſe Confel- 
lions, by the curſory, hypocritical and evalive, ways of confefſing, by the 
flight Penances impoſed, and the cheapneſs, . calineſs, and even proſtitu- 
tion of Abſolutions. | 
It were eaſy to bz copious in inftances of all theſe kinds, but it is an 
uncomfortable ſubject, and I haſten to a concluſion ; therefore I will only 


couch upon them brictly, 1, For 


_ De Auriculox Confellon. = 
1. For the privacy of theſe Confelhons: In_the ancient Church (as 1 


have noted before) the ſcandalous ſigh! Fas Drongbr | Stage he- 
fore a great aſſembly.of graveand ho *wen,. be. lay bi rat ET 
is'T Ars, he crept onki chs, and im 


mh 


ground, which'he watered with his 'T\ | 
a the pitty aftd prayers of all preſent, in whoſe countenances (i 
Tor ſhame he could look up) he faw abhotrence of his fact, indignati 
-at Gods diſhonour, conjoined with comagtion to his ſoul, and jay for his 
Repentance;; ' his Confesfion was full 6 "remorſe and confulion ; the re+ 
medy was as ſharp and difzeſtful to fleſh arid-blood as the Diſeaſe had 
'been pleafant, andthe pajn of this Explation was able to imbitter the 
Leer of 'Sin fo hint ever aftet; Or If the Confesſion was not made be- 
Fore the whole Church, bat to the Penitentiary only, yet he was a grave 
and Pc, choſen by the Church, and repreſenting it, a perſan re- 
fident in that Church, ara To4ble to take notice of, and mind the future 
converfatioh'of thoſe thataddrefſed themſlves to him; a perſon of that 
Fanftity and reverence! that he'could not chooſe but deteſt and abhar all 
baſe and vile 8ftions that ſhould come to his knowledge : Now it muſt 
needs be a terrible cut'to a Sinner to have all his lewdneſs laid open be- 
fore ſuch an one, and then to be. jaſtly and ſharply rebuked' by him, to 
have his ſins aggravated; and to be made to ſee his own, ugly :ſhape 1n a 
true-glafs held by him, beſides to be enjoined the” performace of a ſtrict 
Penance of Faſting and Prayer, and after all (if this do not do) to 
have the Church made acquainted with the who'e matter (as in the 
caſe of the Deacon aforeſaid. This courſe was likely to-work ſomethin 
of remorſe in the Sinner for what was-palt, and to make him watchfu 
and careful for the time tocome... IO. | 
But what is thewiy ofthe Church'sf Fome like to this? Where a man 
may confeſs to any Prieft, to him that knows him not, 'and ſo.cannot ob+ 
ſerve his future life and carriage ; nay,” perhaps that knows. not how to 
value the guilt'of fin,'6r to judge which be verial, and which mortal 
Sins, or eſpecially what circumſtances'do alter. the ſpecies-of it, and it 
may be toohe nay becſtich ani one that triakes, no, Conſcience himſelf of 
the fins confeſs to him? Now; when all is alt Pye me and 
ſich a Prieſt in a'corner, and that under the inviolable SealLor Coantesſion, 
what great ſhame can-this put me to?” Whar remorſe 15 it tikely to work 
in me” Whar Thall Uiſcourage ihe froinGbing on to/1Þ "225i, I qo mrſs 
TAE PIECE LE NE ets cf ane 
NE ediberforthemulritgde of Confcaiols 1H. this Chart of 8k, 
that alſo takes-off the-ſhate; and wetkens rhe efficacy of ir, 19 -that if it 
do no harm, it is not likely to do any good; for who 1s coticern'd mucl 
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notorious Sinners were brought to Confesſion ( as it was itt the Primitive 
Church). then ir might probably. and reaſonably provoke ia bluſh, and 
cauſe a remorſe 19 him'to whom ſuch a remedy was preſcribed; but 'when 
he ſees the whole Pariſh, and the Prieſt too brought to it, and men-as ge- 
nerally complying with it, as they approach to the Lord's Table ; what 
great wonders can this work ? what ſhame can it inflict upon any man ! 
what effect can be expected from it, buc that it ordinarily makes men 
ſecure and careleſs, and grow as familiar with fin, as with the remedy, 
or at leaſt think as well of themſelves as of other men,ſince it ſeems they 
have as much need of Confeſſion and Abſolution as himſelf ? . 

3. To which the frequency and often repetitions of theſe kind of 
Confeſſions adds very much ; it is very likely that modeſty :may work 
much upon a man the firſt or ſccond time he goes to Confeſſion, and it 
may ſomething diſcompoſe his countenance when he lays _ all his ſe- 
cret miſcarriages, to a perſon. eſpcciilly for whom he hath a Reveretice 
(for we ſee every thing, even ſin ir ſelf is mcdeſt in its beginnings;) and 
no doubt it is ſome reſtraint of ſin whillt a man is ſenſible that he muſt 
undergo a great deal of pain and ſhame in vomiting up again his ſweet 
morſets which he eats in ſecret : But by that time he hath been uſed to 
this a while, it grows eafy and habirval to him, and cuſtom-hath made 
the very puniſhment pleaſant as well as the fin ; eſpecially, if we add, ' 

4+ The formal, curſory, hypocritical, and illuſive ways of Confesfion 
in frequent uſe amongſt them ; as that a man may chooſe his own Prieſt, 
and then to. be ſure the greateſt Sinner will have: a Confeſfor right for 
his turn, that ſhall not, be too fevere: and ſcrupulous with him ; that a 
man may confeſs 1z tranſit, in a hurry or huddle, and then there can be 
no remark made upon his perſon nor his fins ;' that a man may make one 
part of his Confeſlion-to one Prieſt, and reſerve the other part for ano. 
ther, ſo that neither of them ſhall be able to make any thing of jt ; thar 
he may have one Confellor for his mortal-ſins,and another for his venial; 
£ that one ſhall ave him, if the other damn him ; nay, for failing, the 
forgetful-Sinner may have anarher man to confeſs for him, or at leaſt he 
may confe(s, that he hath not confeſſed, Theſe and abundance morefich 
itluſive methods are in daily uſe amongſt them, and not only taken up b; 
the licentious and unconſcionable pcople, but allawed by ſome or other 
of their great Caſuiſts : now let ary Man judge whether this be a likelier 
way to reſtrain fin, or to encourage it ; whether the eaftneſs of the re- 
medy (if this be 01e) mult not of accefiity make the Diſeaſe ſeem not ve- 
r7 formidable ? in a word ?. wherher this be not a ridiculing theit own 
Religioh, and, which is worſe, a teaching men to be fool-hardy, as r9 
rake a mock, of {7 | 
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5- This fad: reckoning will be inflamed yet higher; if we conſider the: 
flight Penances uſually impoſed by theſe fpiritual Judges upon the great- 
eſt Crimes: The Courcil determines that the Confeſſor muſt be exactly 
made acquainted with all the eircumſtances of the fin, that ſo he may be 
_ able to-adjuſt a Penance to it ; now when ſome great ſin is confeſſed, and 
that in very foul circumſtances, if the Penance proportioned to it, by the 
Prieſt, be to ſay two or three Pater Nofters, or -Ave-Maria's extraordi- 
nary, to give a:little Money in Alms-to the Poor, or ſome pious uſe, to- 
kneel on his bare knees before ſuch a Shrine, to kifs ich an-Image, to go- 
on pilgrimage a few. miles to ſuch a Saint, or at moft to wear an Hair- 
Shirt, or it may be to faſt with Fiſh, and Wine, and Sweetmeats, &c. 
doth not this make that {in which is thous mawled and ſtigmatized, look 
very Crzadfolly ; can any man find in his heart. to fin again, when it hath 
colt kim ſ{o:dear already * 


OY 


Oh ! but they will-tell ns, theſe Penances are not intended to-correſ- 
Fond with the guilt of the ſin, but only to fatisfy rhe debt of temporal 
puniſhment. But we had thought that the end of Penance had been, to 
work in the Penitent a diſpoſition for Pardon, by giving him both. op- 
Portunities and dite&tion to expreſs the {merrity of his Repentance ; and 
this was the uſe: of Penauce in the PrimftiveChiarch, together with the 
taking off the Scandal from the Society ; and for that, other 'end how 
doth the Church of Rome know: ſo certainly. that there is a debt of tem- 
poral puniſhment remaining de, after-the ſin is pardoned before God 3. 
. It is true, God may pardon ſo far only as he pleaſes, he may. r:ſolve to 
puniſh-temporally thoſe whom he - hath forgiven eternally,. as we ſee he 
did in the caſe of: David; bat that this is not his' conſtant method, ap-- 
pears by this, that our: Savipur-releaſes the temporal puniſhment to many 
in the Goſpel; whoſe Diſeaſes he cured, ſaying to then, Tour fins are for- 
given yoa, when as yet it did not appear that all ſcores were quitted with 
God b, but, that they might have periſhed eternally, if they did not prey 
vent it by Faith and Repentance. | CD ES Rr ET RARTY 
6:, But laſtly, to come /to:am-end of this fad ſtory, the eaſine S and 
proſtiutian of their Abfolutions in the Church of Rome ; contributes as 
much to the encouraging of Vice, and careleſneſs in Religion, as any of 
the former-; for what elſe can be the natural effet' and confequence of 
that ruled caſe among their Caſuiſts (as I ſhew?d before) that the Prieſt 
is bound to abſolve him that confeſſes, and faith, he is ſorry for his ſin, 
though hedoth in his heart believe that he is not contrite, but that either 
the Pricfts Pardon is a very cheat, or elſe that Pardon is due of conrſe to 
the molt impenitent Sinner, and there isno more to do but Confeſs and be 
Saved? or what is the meaning of their commoa prattice to abſolve men 
| upon - 


ie Of Auriciilar Confeltion: 3s 
-ypon their Death-beds, whether they be contrite,'or attrite, or neither, 
at leaſt when they can give no Evidence of either ? If they intended this 
only for abſolution from the Cenſures of the Church it might be called 
Charity, and look ſomething like the praQtice of the primitive Church , 
which releaſed thoſe upon their Death-beds.,, whom it would not dif- 
charge all their lives before, tho not then neither without ſigns of Attri» 
tion and contrition too; but theſe pretend to quite another thing;namely 
to releaſe men .i7 foro conſcicntie , and to give them a Paſs-port to Hea- 
ven without Repentance, which is a very ſtrange thing, to ſay no worſe 
of it. Or to inſtance one thing more, what is the meaning of their pra- 
£tice of giving Abſolution before the Penance is performed ( as is uſual 
with them) unleſs this be it, that whether the Man make any Conſcience 
at all how helives hereafrer, yet he is pardoned as much as the Prieft can 
do it for him, and is not this a likely way- of reformation. 

I conclude therefore now upon the whole matter that Auricular Con- 

f:ſſion, as it is uſed in the Church of Rome, is only an Artifice of greaten- 
ing the Prieſt, and pleaſing the people; a trick of gratifying the unde- 
vout and imptous as well as the Devout and Religious; the latter it im- 
poſes upon by its outward appearance of Humility and Piety; to the 
former it ſerves for a palliative Cure of the Gripes of Conſcience which 
they are now and then troubled with; in reality it tends to make ſin 
eaſy and tolerable by the cheapneſs of its Pardon, and in a word, it is 
nothing but the old Diſcipline of the Church in Daſt and Aſhes. And 
therefore though the Church of England in her Liturgy, piouſly wiſhes 
for the Reftauration of the Ancient Diſcipline of the Church, it can bes 
a0 defect in her that ſhe troubles not her ſelf with this Rubbiſh. 
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"A POSTSCRIPT 


had alſo paſt the.Prgſs, I happened to have notice that there was 


Fter I had finiſhed the foregoing Papers, and moſt part of them 
A 4 Book juſt then come over from:Framce,” written by a Divine of 


'the Sorbone, which with great appearance of 'Learning- maintained the 


juſt contrary to what I had aſſerted (eſpecially in the Hiſtorical part of 
this Queſtion) and pretended-to prove from . the' moſt Ancient Monu- 


-ments of the holy Scriptures, Fathers, Popes; and Councils, that Auricy- 
'lar Confeffiqnhad been the conſtant DoQrine,/afdaniverfal 


x DoQrine,ahd pd uniniter- 
rupted uſageiof the Chriſtian Church for near-1300 years fram the times 
So ſoon as I heard this, 1 heartily wiſhed, that 'either the ſaid Book 
had come out a little ſooner, or at leaſt that my Papers had been. yet in- 
-my hands, to the intent that it might have been'in my: power to' have 
corrected what might be amiſs, or ſupplied what was de Fn in that 
ſhort Diſcourſe, or indeed if occafion were, to hive whoRly'ſuppreft it... . 
For as ſoon as entred upon the faid Book, and found from 'no leſs a 
man than the Author himſelf, - that he had diligently read. over all that 
had been written on both ſides of this controverſy, and that this work of 
his was the produdt of eighteen years ſtudy, and that inthe prime of his 
years, and moſt 'flouriſhing time!ofhis parts; that'it was'pubfiſhed upon ' 
the matureſt deliberation-on his part, and with the greateRtapplanſe.and 
approbation of the Faculty, I thought I had reaſon toſbſpec; whether a 
ſmall Tra&, written in haſte by a man of no Name, and/fiilf enough of 
other Buſineſs, could be fit to be ſeen on the ſame day with''ſo Qaborate 
A work. ©: YE SSR TOES 30 FIAT «1 8 (338% ) ns mY 
But by that time I had read a little further; F took/hearr-Htict perm 
ted the Preſs to goon ; and now; that Thave gone over" the whole; t' do 
here profeſs ſincerely, that in all that learned Diſcourſe; I ſcarcely foutitl 
any thing which I had not foreſeen, and as I'think in ſome meaſure pre-: 
vented. But certain I am, nothing occurfed that ſtaggered mi "judg- 
ment; or: which did not: rather confirm - me'in what Thad tient, for 
though I-met-with abundance'of Citations, atid xpreat deal” of wit and 
gexterity.in'the management of then, yet -I ffound-none' of them*come 
home to the point ; for whereas they ſometimes recommend"and preſs 


Confeſſion of. Sin in general ſometimes to the Church, fometimes tothe 


Prieſt 


. 36 Df Aurfcular Tonkeſſſon. 
Prieſt or Biſhop as-well as to God Almighty : Again, ſometimes they 
..and the 


ſpeak great thin of the 
'Nour = Order hath in being wonderfully uſefsl to the relief of guilty 
or afflicted conſciences, other while they treat'of the power of the Keys, 
and the.authority of the Church, the danger of her Cenſures, the com- 
fort of her Abſolution, and the ſeverity ot her Diſcipline, &c. but all 
theſe things are acknowledged by. vs-without Jaborious proof, as well as 
by our Adverſaties: That which we de , and expect. therefore, is, 
where ſhall we find-in any of the Ancient ers, Auricalar Confeſſion 
faid to be a'Sacrament, *or any -part of one 7 2 Or where is the univerſal 
neceſſity of it aſſerted ? Or that ſecret ſins committed after Baptiſin, are 
by no-other means, or upon. no obHer terms pardoned : with God, then 
_upon their being-confelled to men ?: tn theſe things lies the hinge of our 
"Diſpute iu rode ine Particulars one:onght in reaſon to;expect the moſt 
:Qlrect Wy PF :oef.ymaginable; if theimatter was of ſuch conſequence, 
of ſuch Pay praQice and notoriety as they pretend ; »but-nothing 
.of all this appears.in this Writer;more than in thoſe that have gone be- 
Fore hing. : In contemplation of which I now adventure this little Tract 
4nto the Wasld, with iſomewbat more of confidence then I ſhouldihave 
done, had 47 not, been for this orcaſl ion. 

But leſt ſeem to -be ta0 partial :1n the Caſo, 'or t0:give. too 
Mightan Jccoont of this-Learned'man's performance, the Reader who 
Pleaſes ſhall hejudge by a Specimen ar two,which I will here briefly re- 
Preſent: to:him. 

- The farmer;of them ſhall be-the very; firſt argurocntor- teſtimony he 
| Produces: Aprkis ers Moron, which I; gherathcr make hy:choice:to give 
Inſtance; PE for ;D@-MAn; cane ſaid ingenuauſly-todzek for faults,:to 
Pick and Hpmatter of MA that takes the firſt thing that . 
«Comes to. hand. 

"Fhe buſineG: is.this, Chap. -23 Page 11. of this book:hecites the Coun- 
<il of 1hberis ( with a great deal of circumſtance ) as the firſt witneſs 

for his cauſe, andthe teftimony;is taken-from:thebeventy fixth\Cannon, 
the words aterthele, Si,quis -diacormm,: $c.:5oe lrany man ſhall :ſoffer 
<imſelf to.be-ordaine Lo nat and-ſhall afterwards be iconvicted to 
ave formerly canwitted ome Mortal(-or Capital Crime;!) if the ſaid 
no LOBE axes, j abs yi ar confeſſion, :5he :ſhall for the 
thahely Communion; bþntincafe his-fn 
| Flak Noda E "—rthons ne Sram ayes ne fre 
Bec rn ſaffer fivg-ypaps: jpntion, an after:that - -pradmleth! only: T0 
Lay. Communiaa...... 
Now who would:haveever: thought this paſſage. Fetor be madechoice 


| Of Aurſeular Confelfore; | Bs © 
of as the firſt proof of Auricular Confefion;or who canimagine it ſhould 
he any char all, much lefs a clear or dire& one? © ne y Es 
- Oh, but here isConfeffiont'it may happen ſo if the party pleaſe, but ic 
is not enjoyned, but:voluntary;, and that not Auricular neither, but unto 
the Church, at leaft for ought appears. | 
And it is confeſſion of a ſecret lin too? True it was fo, rill it was either 
eonfelled or betrayed: Et, 
And here is Penance impoſed for a fecret fin : True when it was be- 
come publick. | | Ss 
And here isa-different degree of Penance impoſed upon him that inge- 
nnoully confeſſes, from him that ſtays till he is accaſed, and hath his fin 
proved upon him: And good Reaſon, for the one gave tokens of Repene- 
tance, and the other none. But then here is — What? no Sacrament of 
Penance, no'declared abſolute neceſſity of Confeſſion to men in order to: 
pardon with:God, but only aneceſfity that when the fact is become noto- 
rious, whether by the Confeſſion of the party, or' orherwiſ> , | that the 
Church uſe-her endeavours to bring the Sinner to Repentance, and free: 
her ſelf from Scandal by making a d:fferance betwixt the Good and the 
Bad, the more hopetfnl; and rhe jeſs, by 
If this be a clear and'praper Argument for the neceſſity bf Auricytar 
Confeſſion: God help! poor Prote/t ants that cannot diſcern it; but oh'the- 
wit of man, and the power of Learning and Logick! What may not fych 
Men prove if they have a mind to it ? ” NE 
'The other paſlage I inſtance in, is in his tenth Chapter; Page 156 viz.. 
the Critical and Famous buſineſs of the Nefarian Reformation at Con-- 
flantinople, of which have ſpoken ſomewhat largely in the foregoing Pa- 
pers. Now far 'this' : ' This Learned Gentleman after: hethath-accknow-- 
ledged very fraijkly that -publick confeſſion of ſins was the ancient uſe of. - 
of the Church in the-times of St. Irenens, Tertullian, Cyprian, and Origen, . 
that is, for the ſpace of about three hundred-years, ' and that inſtead of 
that ancient. uſage ( upon occaſion of the Decien Perſecution Y apublick. 
Penitentiary was appointed-at Conſtantinople, and moſt other Orthodox 
Churches, and #n ſhort, after'he had with more ingenuity then ſome 0- 
thers of his-party, owned the undoubted Truth of the Relations of- So-- 
crates and Sozomen touching this Aﬀair, and made ſome Obſervations: 
thereupon not much to the advantage of his cauſe, he at length delivers. 
that which would be very much to his purpoſe, if it could be credible ;: 
namely; that upon the whole matter Ne&arizs in aboliſhing the Penijten- 
tiary, neither aboliſhed publick nor private Confeſſions, but inſtead of ' 
obliging men to go to the Penitentiary left every man bound to reſort to - 
his-reſpeCtive Djoceſar, and confeLs. his ſins to him; and ſo — 
Conlet-- 
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'* by SY ONLETuOr afrer this change eyery; whiz: as necellary as i Wap before z 
go © Very the (ay 1) it is'2s. nepeary now as. it, was before, for-it was only 
bb SA PAory. before, and ſs;it may beafter, - But if zhe.intention of Net 4- 
: 734%, aid. the effect of that alteration was only-the change of the Perſon; 
and every man {till obliged to confeſs to ſome body, how comes it to be 
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word ſignify the Biſhop ? then we have found our a right Fanatick Dis 
ceſar., for.they: will all readily confeſs to this Biſhop, and believe his Ab- 
Tolution as ſulficient as any Romariſt of this all doth : And yet it ſeems 
to be yndeniably.plain-that Soerates after this Reformation thought of 
no other-Confeſlor but this, nor imagined men now bound to make any 
other Confeſſion, but this (which if it was not Auricular was very-ſecret) 
For otherwiſe how comes it to paſs that he expoſtulates the matter with 
Enudemon, who adviſed this change, and bewail*d the danger of this liber- 
ty which was hereby given men, if they were as ſtri&ly bound fill to 
confeſs to their Biſhop as they were before to the Penitentiary ; there- 
F fore the Truth of the buſineſs ſcents evidently to be this, that men were 
now at liberty to make their Confeſſions of ſecret ſins voluntarily, as 
they were no doubt before the Inſtitution of a Penitentiary. And now 
what-hath this Eearned Gentleman gotten by muſtering up this ſtory ; 
well, however the concluſion mu.t be held, let the Premiſſes look to 
— Pt 
© Icould find in my heart (now my hand is 1n) to proceed further, and 
to obſerve what pittiful ſhifts he is pur to in his thirteenth Chapter, to 
evade the Teſtimonies brought by Monſieur Dail out of St. Chryſoſtom 
of writing) 1:in:the foregoing Papers. omitted to ſpecify the moſt re- 
aarkable Diſcourſes which that Excellent Author hath upon: this ſubject. 
But the Authorities are ſo plain and unanſwerable, and the Evaſions of 
this Gentleman ſo. forced and- palpable, that -I think it, needl&fs co go 
about to. vindicate the one, or:confate the other ; for in; ſpight of Art 
this farne thirteenth Chapter (we ſpeak of ).will afford no Jefs:than thir< 
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Taid in the ſtory. that every man was left to his own Conſcience, doth that 


2 ow his {Hpotbeſs And the rather becauſe (out of meer tediouſneſs, 
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